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AIDS CERTIFICATE 


If you are coming to Rajneeshdham 
you must bring an AIDS Test. 

… Certificate that is no older than one 
5 month, showing your legal name. 
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EDITORIAL 





We Will Always Respond 


There is a Christian idea that if 
someone slaps you, offer the other 
cheek. Over the past 2000 years, adher- 
ents to The Faith have shown us the 
practical meaning of these words: “If 
someone slaps you, sit on your anger, 
and a week later go and shoot some- 
body else.” Despite this, most of us 
have a strong tendency to ignore rather 
than to react. Bhagwan has pointed out 
a third option — to respond. Put simply, 
our choices are quite clear: suppres- 
sion, reaction or responsibility. 

Surprisingly, then, there has been 
quite a reaction from the readers of RTI 
to the articles we've run on Santosh, 
Hugh Milne and other “false masters.” 
Bhagwan leaves little doubt as to His 
understanding of priests, politicians 
and anyone else who exploits the inno- 
cence and trust of others they are the 
mafia of the soul. These people are con- 
tinually slapping at Bhagwan and His 
work. For us not to respond in kind is 
tantamount to agreeing with them. 

The Rajneesh Times is a vehicle for 
Bhagwan’s message. If we do not 
expose the immense dangers hidden in 
the “spiritual ego,” then we are adher- 
ing to the rules that society and our 
conditioning would impose on His vi- 
sion. Our traditional concepts of jus- 
tice, fair play, “freedom” and “relation- 
ship” do not work! They are functions 


of the Christian tradition. Yet even as 
Bhagwan is pointing out the alterna- 
tives to these prisons, we are reacting 
through that conditioning. 

In Zarathustra: A God That Can 
Dance, Bhagwan says: “If somebody 
slaps you and you give him the other 
cheek also to be slapped, you are reduc- 
ing his humanity. You are becoming a 
saint and turning him into a sinner; you 
are making him embarrassed; you are 
becoming “holier than thou.’ It is an 
insult; it is not respect towards human- 
ity. Zarathustra would like you to hit 
back and remain human — not become 
holy.” Bhagwan is telling us very 
plainly that these false masters are 
dangerous, yet He does so not with 
contempt, but with respect for their 
humanness. 

If our sense of justice, of aesthetics, 
of love and spirituality are offended in 
the process, then our Christian condi- 
tioning, whether we ever went to 
church or not, is alive and thriving. 
Recognizing this is an extra gift, an 
added bonus. With regard to false 
masters, no words are too strong a 
warming. We are dealing with the 
worst kind of deceit: misguiding the 
most trusting, innocent and vulnerable 
people in the world. 


Deepak 








NETWORK 


All Systems Go! 


Sannyasins who want to feel trans- 
ported to the heart of Bhagwan's 
ashram, and receive instant stories, 
gossip, and news of what's happening 
here, are encouraged to join the 
Rajneesh Newsletter computer net- 
work based in Munich. 

“This is a revolutionary way to stay 
intimately connected with Bhagwan, 
and daily life in the ashram with all its 
moods and feelings," said Ma Prem 
Hasya in a telephone interview from 
Milan, Italy. 

“The network is ready. All that people 
need to do is hook up their personal 
computers to the Rajneesh Newsletter 
center in Munich.” 





If you are interested, please contact: 
Swami Bodhi Rajyogi, Tao Center, 
Klenzestrasse 41, 8 Munich 50, West 
Germany. Tel: 0892016657. 





AE A 


Message on Aids 


Many Rajneesh centers world- 
wide are very liberal with AIDS 
positive people. They don’t 
understand that any sannyasins 
who test AIDS positive as a result of 
contact with these people will not 
be able to see Bhagwan or enter the 
commune in Poona 

Hasya. 


Editorial Changes 


With the new changes in format and 
presentation of Rajneesh Times 
International there is also a change 
in registration number, volume 
number and issue number. Instead 
of being Vol.5 number 8, this issue 
is now Vol.1 number 6. 
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JAPAN'S BUDDHA 

“Rajneesh’s attraction lies in the 
fact that he radically challenges our 
ethics and morals in a time of transition, 
as we move towards the 21st century,” 
wrote Ken Sato in Japan’s third largest 
daily. Sato said of Bhagwan: “His 
discourses are basically focused on 
how to find the authentic self, how to 
live as a free human being. 1 felt that his 
way of preaching must have been 
learned from Buddha.” 

Published in a five part series, the 
article contrasts the politics of 
Bhagwan’s deportation with His “deep 
understanding of the human being.” It 
questions the “conflict between exile 
and freedom” and concludes: 

“Bhagwan’s radical words on sex 
gave an impression of a free sex 
religion. The fact is that this religion is 
working for the deepest life and 
freedom. He is bound to be unwelcome 
in sexually repressed countries.” 

The series was titled “Buddha in 
Asia” and was published in the 
Mainichi Shinbun, a national paper in a 
country of over 100 million people. 


m 


One positive aspect of Rajneesh is 
his concept of universality. His world is 
one where the people understand, they 
will be citizens of the world with no 
nations. Man will be religious butnot 
following any particular institution. 


Krishna Rani 
Mid-Day, February 26, 1988 
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Italian Parliament Petition 


A colorful demonstration will occur 
at the Italian Parliament building in 
Rome on April 25, when members of 
the Radical Party will present a petition 
requesting the government to withdraw 
the conditions it imposed on an entry 
visa granted last year to Bhagwan Shree 
Rajneesh. 

The visa stipulated that Bhagwan 
can visit Italy only for 10 days. During 
that time he must report to the police in 
each city he visits. The Radical Party 
agreed to campaign for the withdrawal 
of these conditions at its congress in 
Bologna earlier this year. 

“April 25 is Italy's Liberation Day, 
marking the end of the Nazi regime, so 
it is very appropriate that the Radical 
Party chooses this day to demand that 
the government lifts its repressive 
conditions on Bhagwan’s visa,” said 
Ma Prem Hasya, Bhagwan’s 
International Secretary, in a statement 
issued from Milan. 

The petition will be presented to the 


government by Swami Deva Majid, 
who is Bhagwan's Ambassador in 
Italy, and also a secretary of the Radical 
Party. A huge video screen will be set 
up nearby, featuring a discourse by 
Bhagwan, and a 25-meter helium 
balloon will float above the 
demonstration. 

“Sannyasins are encouraged to 
support the Radical Party in its effort to 
obtain justice for Bhagwan,”said 
Hasya. 

Prior to the date of the 
demonstration, Hasya will be touring 
Italy, holding round-table discussions 
with journalists and members of the 
intelligentsia about Bhagwan and His 
work. TV and radio appearances by 
Hasya are scheduled for Rome, 
Florence, Torino and Milan. 

Similar events are planned for 
Hasya in Germany at the end of March, 
after her visit to Japan, and prior to her 


return to Italy. 
m 





Booksale Italian Style 


Sannyasins have distributed large 
numbers of Bhagwan’s books in Vati- 
can City. A copy of My Way: The Way 
of the White Clouds was given to the 
confessor of the Pope in the Vatican 
itself, 

It's all part-of book marketing Ital- 
ian style. Bhagwan’s books, videos, 
music and the Italian Rajneesh Times 
will also be featured at seven bookfairs 
throughout the country. 

The first will be in Turin May 19 - 
23, which is expected to attract 300,000 
people. 

According to Swami Anand Videha 
of Milan, who is coordinating the grow- 
ing distribution of books in Italy, book- 
shops carrying His books, in English 


and Italian, have increased from 50 to 
500. Sales are also up 1000 per cent. 

His books are sold in railway sta- 
tions and restaurants along the au- 
tostrada. Soon, they will be sold 
door-to-door in major cities like Turin, 
Milan and Venice. 

“We are waiting for a new law 
which allows supermarkets to sell 
books along with the vegetables,” 
Videha said. 

Bhagwan’s books are also being 
distributed among the intelligentsia 
and through major libraries. Among 
other works, the Italians are translating 
and printing Bhagwan'’s Priests and 
Politicians: The Mafia of the Soul. 








Mercenary Asked to Bomb 
Rajneeshpuram 


In late 1984 a professional 
mercenary was approached by some 
frustrated Oregon ranchers sceking to 
blow up parts of Rajneceshpuram. 

This information has just been 
revealed in a Houston court by John 
Wayne Hearn, a convicted murderer 
who is currently serving 3 life terms in 
Florida. Hearn, named after the famous 
movie star, said the rancher wanted 
some trailers blown up, “but to make it 
so no one was hurt.” 

Seeing that the ranch was heavily 
armed, Hearn turned down the 


assignment. 

The rancher heard of Hearn through 
an advertisement placed in Soldier of 
Fortune, a Denver-based “journal for 
professional adventurers.” Hearn was 
offering himself for “high—risk 


assignments” in America and abroad. 


Most of the people contacting him, 
Hearn said, wanted help in crimes like 
bombings, assaults, jailbreaks and 
murders. One response brought a 
request for the assassination of the 
Prime Minister of Canada. 

m 





Indian Consul Admits 
Discrimination 


From the Indian Consulate in San 
Francisco, Consul Radhe Shiyam Garg 
told an Oregonian reporter: “We don’t 
want to encourage people going and 
flocking around him (Bhagwan) in 
India.” This quote was reported on feb- 
ruary 27,1988. “In the case of 
Rajneesh, we are taking the attitude that 
since he has been indulging in criminal 
activities, we don’t want to encourage 
him doing it in India or any other coun- 
try,” Garg said. 

Garg’s statements flatly contradict 
two years of statements by the Indian 





Sw.Prem Niren, out to clear Bhagwan's name. 


government, denying any pattern of 
discrimination against Bhagwan and 
His sannyasins. 

The Consul’s statements were 
prompted by statements made in Port- 
land, Oregon by Swami Prem Niren, 
Bhagwan’s Ambassador to America, in 
late February. 

Niren charged that “The United 
States government is now holding 
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh prisoner in 
India.” He also said that the Indian 
government is actively cooperating 
with the Americans to isolate Bhagwan 
by denying visas to members of the 
press wishing to interview Him, and to 
disciples and friends who want to visit 
Him. 

Outside the U.S. Courthouse in 
Portland, Niren announced the forma- 
tion of The Institute for Justice and 
Human Rights, a non-profit corpora- 
tion which will seek to expose the 
Reagan administration’s continuing 
conspiracy against Bhagwan and ob- 
tain re-entry for him into America. 
Among other efforts, the new organiza- 
tion will file Freedom of Information 
Act requests to obtain documentation 
for their case. 

Niren levelled a stack of other 
charges against the U.S. government: 

— It illegally investigated Bhagwan 
and His commune for five years. 

— On a baseless, wrongfully ob- 
tained federal indictment, federal 
agents arrested Him by ambush. 

— Bhagwan was held incommuni- 
cado while He was unnecessarily 
dragged across the United States. 


Fearing for Bhagwan’s life in the 
hands of an arbitrary, law-manipulat- 
ing government, Niren, in November 
1985, urged a plea arrangement in 
exchange for Bhagwan’s freedom. 
Despite His innocence and an absence 
of any evidence against Him, Bhagwan 
pleaded guilty to two out of 35 counts of 
immigration fraud and agreed to pay 
stiff fines and court costs amounting to 
$400,000. 

“T assumed, “Niren said at the Feb- 
ruary press conference, “that if U.S. 
Attorney General Edwin Meese III suc- 
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ceeded in getting Bhagwan out of the 
U.S., Bhagwan would be left in peace. 
I was wrong.” 

Not content merely to deport 
Bhagwan after years of illegal harass- 
ment, Niren said, the Reagan admini- 
stration, through international conniv- 
ance, made it impossible for Him to 
visit or settle in at least 21 countries in 
the “free” world. | 

Oregon Attorney General Dav 
Frohnmayer branded Niren’s accusa- 
tion of a government conspiracy “para- 
noid.” 

Charles Turner, U.S. Attorney in 
Portland, staunchly insisted on 
Bhagwan’s personal and corporate re- 
sponsibility for “the greatest single 
case of immigration fraud on record”, 
despite the fact that two years ago he 
admitted in a press conference that he 
had noreal evidence of wrong doing by 
Bhagwan. Bhagwan has denied any 
immigration violations, and pled guilty 
by Alford plea and under duress, to one 
count of fraud only. 

In the wake of the news conference, 
Niren accused much of the mass media 
of participating in the American 
government’s conspiracy to deny 
Bhagwan a forum in the free world. 
“Failing to conduct any independent 
investigation, the media ignores the 
clear evidence of government illegal- 
ity. It reports instead the denials of two 
officials who participated in the crimi- 
nal conspiracy, and who have no juris- 
diction over whether Bhagwan will be 
permitted to return to the U.S.” 

m 
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A New Light 


According to an Oregonian 
article, dated December 30, 
1985, there were more irregu- 
larities than regularities 
around the arrest of Bhagwan 
in America. 

Unknowingly the article, 
“Infighting mars probe of 
Rajneeshees,”’ also strongly 
indicates at the very least mas- 
sive malpractice on the part of 
countless public officials in 
Washington, D.C. and Port- 
land, Oregon. 


If the aftershocks of that arrest and 
subsequent deportation didn't continue 
to form the seemingly legitimate back- 
bone of Bhagwan's exclusion from 
America and at least twenty-one other 
countries in the “free world,” this story 
wouldn’t be news. This story is news. 

According to the Oregonian ar- 
ticle, the Portland U.S. Attorney, Char- 
les Turner, was planning Bhagwan's 
arrest at least one month before a grand 
jury handed down an indictment au- 
thorizing him to do so. 

Yet on the date of the indictment, 
October 23, Immigration and Naturali- 

zation Service Director, Alan C. Nel- 
son, cabled a memorandum from 
Washington directing Turner and INS 
agents not to participate in any arrest 
attempt without further written permis- 
sion. 

Other law enforcement sources for 
the article said, “Tt was unheard of for a 
federal agency to refuse to make arrests 
in its own case” 

Equally unprecedented, legal ex- 
perts say, is to even think about crimi- 
nal arrests when a person is charged 
with immigration fraud. 

The article reports that some inves- 
tigators in the Portland INS office were 
so enraged by Nelson'’s order that they 
went around kicking office furniture. In 
protest, a few didn't come to work the 
next day. 


FBI opts out 


Turner, who had been trying to 
engineer the arrest since early October, 
was in a fix. Already, on numerous 
occasions, he had tried to secure the 
assistance of the FBI for an in-Rajnee- 
shpuram arrest of Bhagwan. 

A simple, almost procedural re- 
quest was refused by the FBI. When 
Turner contacted the national director 
of the FBI for a reversal, the refusal was 
repeated. 

The INS case against Bhagwan 
wasn't bulletproof. In fact, it wasn’t 
even substantial enough for either the 
INS national director or the FBI to get 
involved, especially when the world 
press would be watching. 


In the second week of October, 


Turner asked an FBI agent at Rajneesh- 
puram to arrest Bhagwan and everyone 
with Him should they attempt to leave. 
Again the FBI refused. 


__Bhagwan at Jesus Grove. NO EVIDENCE against Him. 


The Oregonian article does not 
underline the fact that Turner was 
jumping the gun again, trying to plan an 
unprecedented arrest long before he 
had any authority to do so. 

While it is public record, the article 
also does not mention that Turner had 
been meeting with Peter Schey, one of 
Bhagwan'’sattorneys, since June, 1985, 
discussing the issue of Bhagwan’s vol- 
untary surrender. According to a 
gentleman’s agreement, confirmed 
again by phone on October 27, hours 
before Bhagwan took off from Rajnee- 
shpuram, Turner was supposed to con- 
tact Schey if any arrests were forthcom- 
ing and they would then negotiate the 
terms of surrender. 

What the article does describe in 
seven paragraphs of escalating para- 
noia is a prevailing belief among law 
enforcement agencies that any attempt 
to arrest Bhagwan was going to result in 
a “shooting war” and “bloodbath.” 

The FBI sent undercover experts 
from its Hostage Rescue Team to the 
ranch. But they said the problem of 
armed arrest “was a military one rather 
than a civil one, owing to the impossi- 
bility of achieving surprise, the diffi- 
culty of getting reinforcements to the 
ranch and the scarcity of solid informa- 
tion about the extent of armaments in 
the hands of the shadowy ranch mili- 
tia.” 

The same conclusions were reached 
by the INS Border Tactical Team and 
the U.S. Marshals Service Fugitive 
Investigative Strike Team. 

Yet, Turner assures the credulous 
Oregonian reporter, James Long, that 
“there was never any thought of any 
kind of paramilitary operation.” 

If there was never any thought of 
such an operation, why were all those 
heavy-duty agencies seriously assess- 
ing the possibility? 

Turner, who knew all along of the 
definite offer of a costless, painless, 
normal surrender, apparently never 
shared this information with anyone 
else. Why not? 





Had a shooting war occurred be- 
tween sannyasins and law enforcement 
agents, Turner would have been re- 
sponsible for it. 

Further, an FBI source contended to 
one of Bhagwan’s lawyers that there 
was a plan for the army to swoop down 
on Rajneeshpuram in the early hours of 
the morning, dropping paratroopers 
from helicopters. 

To arrest a man accused of helping 
to arrange sham marriages! 

After four years of investigation, 
suddenly the situation “called for fast 
action,” sources for the article said. 
One problem was that Bhagwan “had to 
be picked up as part of a carefully co- 
ordinated effort to make nearly simul- 
taneous arrests on both sides of the 
Atlantic.” 


Journalistic Justice 


The co-ordinated arrest, or 
“RAJNEESHEE SWEEP,” as the Ore- 
gonian billed it on their front-page 
banner headline, referred to the nearly 
simultaneous arrest of Bhagwan in 
Charlotte, North Carolina and Ma 
Anand Sheela in Hausern, West Ger- 
many. 

The article does not say, even 
though the reporter has to be aware of it, 
that the charges for the arrests were 
totally unrelated. Bhagwan was ar- 
rested on federal immigration charges. 
Sheela and her two cohorts were ar- 
rested for state charges of attempted 
murder. 

In other words, Sheela’s arrest in 
Germany was, technically speaking, 
none of Turner’s business. 

It was made more none of his busi- 
ness when INS Director Nelson specifi- 
cally stipulated in his memorandum 
that Turner and INS agents were not 
supposed to get involved in any way 
with “extradition matters in connection 
with the Rajneeshee case” 

___Nelson hardly needed to bother 
with that stipulation as immigration 





on Bhagwans Arrest 


fraud charges are not considered an 
extraditable offense. 


State Police kept in dark 


Lt. Dean Renfrow of the Oregon 
State Police, who had done all the back- 
ground work on the attempted murder 
charge levelled against Sheela, should 
have been the key American involved 
in her arrest. Yet, he was kept in the 
dark by Turner about the arrest plan and 
only arrived two days after it happened. 

While the FBI had earlier refused to 
cooperate in Bhagwan’s arrest, two of 
their agents actively assisted in 
Sheela’s arrest. Along with German 
police, they entered and searched her 
house. 

Again, the circumstances were 
highly unusual. Except when they are 
looking for drugs, German police never 
allow foreign agents to accompany 
them on their raids. Swami Santosh 
Hafiz, a German attorney, said “The 
Germans are very strict about retaining 
their authority.” 

Despite extensive preplanning, 
when Bhagwan’s plane touched down 
just before 2 a.m. EST, October 28, in 
Charlotte, no arrest warrants were pro- 
duced, no rights were read, and no ar- 
rests were immediately made. 
Bhagwan and eight sannyasins were 
simply taken into custody at gunpoint. 

It was a felony “arrest” with drawn 
weapons, utilizing leg and hand chains, 
Major Robert Moine, district com- 
mander of the Oregon State Police at 
Bend, told Ma Deva Barkha, chief of 
Rajneeshpuram Peace Force, when he 
telephoned her less than an hour later. It 
was around midnight, Oregon time. 

“1 can’t understand it,” Major 
Moine said to the chief of the Rajneesh- 
puram Peace Force. 


He was very upset that night and the 
next day when he saw that Bhagwan, 
who obviously couldn't physically flee 
or harm anyone, was being transported 
in leg, hand and waist chains. 

“It is obviously an attempt to hu- 
miliate Him,” Major Moine said to 
Barkha. 

By shackling Bhagwan and sur- 
rounding Him with agents carrying - 
drawn weapons, the government was 
also trying to make Him look danger- 
ous Why? 

In the press and during bail hearings 
in Charlotte, the charges against 
Sheela, which included attempts to 
poison 750 people in The Dalles and 
assassination schemes for several pub- 
lic figures, including Turner, were ren- 
dered indistinguishable from the immi- 
gration charges against Bhagwan. As- 
sistant U.S. Attorney Robert Weaver 
tried continuously to prove Bhagwan'’s 
“dangerousness” by suggesting that He 
was a conspirator with Sheela. 

Defense objected. At one point 
Magistrate Barbara Delaney said: 
“Mr. Weaver, Tam not going to listen to 
the testimony unless you can tie it in 
some way, shape or form to one or more 














FOCUS 








of the defendants that are now before 
the court. I cannot hold them respon- 
sible for the actions of other people, 
unless they in some way participated in 


those actions either by directing or 


inducing them. That’s it.” 

After three days, nearly 500 pages 
of court record and what Weaver de- 
scribed as “the most thorough bail 
hearing I hope I’m ever involved in the 


rest of my life,” the prosecution fails to 


prove its case. Yet, Magistrate De- 
Laney denied bail to Bhagwan. 


Washington Pulling Strings 


The Oregonian article proves con- 
clusively that officials in Washington 
were in direct and continuous contact 
with Portland agencies over the issue of 
Bhagwan’s arrest. FBI Director Wil- 
liam Webster backed his men in Port- 
land when they took a definite stance 
against cooperating with Turner. 

The then deputy attorney general, 
D. Lowell Jensen in Washington, 
however, forced INS director Nelson to 
rescind his no-arrest memorandum. 
Later, when Bhagwan’s attorneys were 
plea bargaining for Bhagwan'’s release, 
Jensen, now a federal judge in the 9th 
district, refused to allow a nolo 





RAJNEESHPURAM: "The problem of armed arrest was a military one rather than a 


civil one” 


contendre or no contest plea. 

U.S. Attorney General Edwin 
Meese III is reported to have said about 
Bhagwan: “1 want that man right back 
in India, never to be seen or heard of 
again.” 

When challenged by angry Orego- 





nians about why the charges brought 
against Sheela were not also brought 
against Bhagwan, Turner said ina press 
conference that the government’s first 
priority was to destroy Rajneeshpuram. 
The removal of Bhagwan would ac- 
complish that. 


Turner also said the government did 
not want to make a martyr out of 
Bhagwan. And, he said, there was no 
evidence whatsoever implicating Him 
in any of the crimes. 

Attempting to justify the confusion 
swirling around Bhagwan’s arrest, 
Turner admits endlessly his prejudice 
against Him and His commune. 

Oregonian reporter Long reveals 
his own prejudice through his constant 
use of loaded language. For example, 
he writes: “Nelson gave Immigration 
full credit for running Rajneesh out of 
the country.” 

_ In the meeting of two prejudices, 
sometimes the truth is found. The INS 
did run Bhagwan out of America. 

The Oregonian article, when linked 
with material from other sources, pro- 
vides enough facts to demand a thor- 
ough and objective examination of 
why, how and by whom Bhagwan was 
and is being termed a world-class 
criminal. 

Any and every impartial review of the 
evidence would certainly result in a 
reversal of the case. Bhagwan would be 
exonerated and the U.S. government 
itself would stand accused. 
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Chilean Ambassador 





Chilean Ambassador to Japan, Gustavo Ponce 


“IT intend to use whatever influence 
and credibility I have to tell others that 
Bhagwan is a world spiritual leader, 
and that he has been unjustly maligned 
and persecuted,” said Gustavo Ponce, 
Chilean Ambassador to Japan. He was 
responding to questions from RTI relat- 
ing to the refusal of 21 “free world” 
countries to allow Bhagwan entry dur- 
ing his world tour of 1986. 

“IT understand what Bhagwan went 
through, and I believe that the events 
really happened. Big countries should 
not interfere with other countries. They 
should not interfere with the ideas of 
individuals or their religious beliefs.” 

Mr. Ponce has studied law, eco- 
nomics, Japanese and holds black belts 


in three traditions of martial arts. Re- 
cently, on his way to a Poona Yoga 
school he met a sannyasin and decided 
to visit Rajneeshdham. Asked about his 
impressions of Bhagwan'’s discourses 
he said: “It is such a different experi- 
ence to see Bhagwan in person than on 
video. He has such wisdom and cha- 
risma, and is the most eloquent man 
have ever heard. It is clear that he is a 
man who comes to earth very rarely. I 
feel very lucky to have met him.” 
Ambassador Ponce was looking 
forward to doing Dynamic Meditation 
before leaving Poona. “T am excited by 
the chance to really let loose,” he said, 


“to let my emotions fly.” 
m 


Just Look Around You 


WASHINGTON - Reporting on the 
growing friction between Rome and the 
Roman Catholic Church in the US at 
the end of the Pope’s visit last year, The 
Economist summarized the situation as 
follows: “Politely, the American faith- 
ful continue to explain that, since they 
are an educated lot and live in an ad- 
vanced society, questioning and argu- 
ment are in their nature. With grace and 
warmth, the Pope responds that the 
faithful are free to question and argue 
all they want, provided that they 
emerge from each bout of discussion in 
full acceptance of established 
doctrine…For though the Pope con- 
ceded the right of the moral theologians 
to ‘legitimate freedom of inquiry,’ they 
were to be kept “subject to the authority 
of the pastors of the Church.’ “* 


POONA - Reporting on the growing 
friction between the Pope and his infal- 
lible but heretofore unused brain, 
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh summarized 
the dilemma between thinking and 
Christianity as follows: “Now what 
does Jesus know? Just by telling people 
‘Believe in me!’, Idon’t think the other 
half of the brain will start functioning. 
These bible-packing people…most 
probably their whole mind has stopped 
functioning. They are in a coma. Faith 
is a kind of coma - you stop reasoning, 
doubting…if it is not used it gathers 
junk, it becomes more and more dull, 
because doubt is not allowed.” 


WASHINGTON - Several months ago 
when Reagan'’s Iranscam first hit the 
press and U.S. the Senate Investigatory 
Committee began its hearings, Life 
magazine reported a series of mysteri- 
ous “coincidental deaths” intimately 
related to the arms deal… “The head of 
the CIA, William Casey, along with 
National Security Council officials, 
helps plan a secret scheme to trade arms 
for hostages. Shortly thereafter, the 
CIA station chief in Beirut is kid- 
napped, tortured and executed. The No. 
2 man of the National Security Council 
dies of cancer. A Vice Admiral in- 
volved in the plan dies of a heart attack. 
Five months after surgery for a brain 
tumor, the CIA director dies on May 6, 
the second day of the Hearings that 
unraveled the details of the affair.” 


POONA - In late November 1987 
Bhagwan revealed that, “It ís certain 
that I have been poisoned by Ronald 
Reagan’s American government… It 
was a conspiracy of the fundamentalist 
Christians and Ronald Reagan... I have 
no complaint against those who have 
poisoned me… They certainly do not 
know what they go on doing. It is said 
that history repeats itself. It is not his- 
tory that repeats itself; it is the uncon- 
sciousness of man, the blindness of 
man that repeats itself.” 
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In many countries around the 
world, Church and State are working 
together hand in hand against 
Bhagwan, shoring up their own endan- 
gered power and threatened ground. 
They are doing so in West Germany in 
a unique way: by issuing ‘reports’. In no 
other country have the state and federal 
governments created so many ‘reports’ 
on the sannyas movements and other 
‘new religious groups. More through 
these ‘reports’ than anything else, the 
impression that the sannyas movement 
and other newly-founded religious 
communities are extremely dangerous 
and require special treatment, has be- 
come fixed in the public mind. 

The government supplemented its 
public relations activities with answers 
to inquiries from parliament and it also 
gave financial support to private propa- 
ganda organs, which called themselves 
“associations of concerned parents 
(parents who have lost their children to 
the sects).” 


“Youth sects have to be 
fought with all our 
strength.” 


In 1978, following the Jonestown mas- 
sacre, the federal government issued its 
first statement on so-called youth sects: 
“Youth sects in Germany have to be 
fought with all our strength and through 
all forces available in society.” It didn’t 
matter that the massacre concerned a 
Christian sect, while the communities 
being attacked by the government were 
mainly of either Hindu or Buddhist 
origin and were in no way associated 
with each other. The very fact that all of 
the communities which came into 
being in the 70’s were put under one 
heading shows that the government 
was seeking not to identify real, con- 
crete dangers, but simply to come up 
with a concept to stand in contrast to 
that of ‘normal society’, as defined by 
the state. Its interest was to exclude, to 
make the new movements alien. Hav- 
ing waged campaigns against the com- 
munists, revolting students and then 
terrorists, now it was time for them to 
direct their efforts against the new re- 
ligious ‘rebels’. 

The churches, both the Lutheran 
and the Roman Catholic, had already 
prepared ground for this campaign 
back in the 70’s. By the middle of the 
decade, they had already named indi- 
vidual priests to positions of “Weltan- 
schauungsbeauftragten” [Charges d’ 
Ideological Affairs], whose full time 
duty it was to defend the churches 
against these new communities. In the 
face of diminishing church member- 
ships, the vitality of these new commu- 
nities was frightening. 


State harnessed to the 
churches’ cart 


Alone, the churches would never have 
managed to turn this into an issue of 
burning urgency in the public mind, in 
a country whose media showed little 


REPORT FROM GERMANY: 


Priests and Politicians caught in bed together 


Legal activity by sannyasins has 


d its effect 


In its answer to a recent questionaire from the Green Party, the 
West German government has reaffirmed its unconstitutional 
practice of discrimination against the sannyas movement. It is 
undaunted by court decisions declaring such discrimination 
illegal. The government’s response demonstrated that it favors 
the established churches and their prejudices against new relig- 
ious movements. At the same time the government was affirming 
its position, the Administrative court of Stuttgart served the state 
government of Baden-Wuerttemberg with an injunction prohib- 
iting it from making any reference to the Rajneesh religious com- 
munity in its recent “Report on the Activities and Structure of So- 


Called Youth Sects.” 


| 
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interest in ‘religious’ affairs. The State 
was the only one that could help, but it 
was — and still is — hampered by the 
constitution in any attempt to have a 
voice in religious matters. The only 
way to harness the State to the 
churches’ cart was to make the relig- 


‚ ious and ideological communities into 


non-religious and non-ideological 
ones. 

For a better understanding of <his 
phenomenon, it is necessary to take a 
look at the West German constitution 
and its interpretation by the Federal 
Constitutional Court. 

According to the West German 
constitution, the State must maintain 
absolute neutrality in religious matters. 
Article 4 guarantees every citizen and 
every community of citizens absolute 
freedom of religion, freedom of inner 
attitudes and of outer ways of life. Ar- 
ticle 4 of the constitution is one of the 
few basic rights that may not be cur- 
tailed through parliamentary action. 
Thus, freedom of religion is absolutely 
the highest civil right. According to the 
interpretation given by the Federal 
Constitutional Court, citizens’ absolute 
freedom translates into absolute neu- 
trality on the part of the State, meaning 
that it may not interfere in religious 
matters, may neither favor one particu- 
lar community nor initiate proceedings 
against any community, and that it must 
respect each and every religiously 
motivated way of life, no matter how 


‚ unconventional. In its oft-quoted for- 


mulation, the Federal Constitutional 
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Court declared that the State must ab- 
stain from “opposing or judging beliefs 
or non-beliefs of its citizens.” 

Still unresolved is the question of 
which groups are then entitled to recog- 
nition as ‘religious’, and as such be 
entitled to the special protections pro- 
vided by the constitution. The implica- 
tions are far-reaching, for religious 
communities are the only groups which 
do not come under a large measure of 
government control. If the State were 
able to decide the matter, it could inter- 
pret religion so narrowly as to curtail 
that basic right. 

If the communities themselves 
were to have the final say, the power of 
the State — it is feared — would be 
undermined: if groups could freely 
claim to be religious, then they would 
largely be autonomous — free from 
State influence. Religion, then, was 
already viewed as a potential danger to 
the State’s claim to power and control 
even before the sannyas- and other 
communities ever entered the scene. 

Thus, the churches were able to 
enlist the State as no more than an 
assistant to their cause, while they 
denied that they were doing religious 
battle of a competitive nature, and 
deemed the new communities to be 
non-religious groups. This was some- 
thing the State could work with. In the 
same move, the churches also managed 
to create an atmosphere in which state 
functionaries perceived a threat to the 
State itself, from communities which 
‘were pretending’ to be religious. 


Sect specialist priests 


In the mid 70’s the churches set up 
special priests whom they declared to 
be experts on the new religious move- 
ments. Their sole purpose has become 
self-evident. They have established 
strings of definitions to describe the 
new movements in such a way as to 
deny their religious character and to 
ignore their actual and intrinsic value. 
This has been a long term organized 
campaign. They invented such labels 
as, youth sect, youth religion, destruc- 
tive cult and psycho-sect, among oth- 
ers. 

These sect specialist priests pro- 
vided a definition of these communities 
to create the idea that they all follow the 
same pattern: they entice minors with 
false saviors, their structures range 
from authoritarian to fascist and lead to 
deformity of the personalities of mem- 
bers who are particularly vulnerable. 
They further sought to establish the 
idea that these communities were only 
interested in exploiting their members’ 
willingness to work or their personal 
fortunes, in the end rendering these 
people useless to the rest of the group, 
becoming burdens to both society at 
large and to the communities to which 
they belong. 


State picks up slogan 


The federal government follows the 
lead of the churches in more than its use 
of language alone; it has also adopted 
the basic position of the ‘sect experts’. 
The federal government, too, talks of 
destructive cults; the federal govern- 
ment, too, sees the groups which oper- 
ate outside the established churches as 
dangers to people who are basically 
unstable. The federal government, too, 
speaks of ‘false saviors' and of a pre- 
tense of idealistic motivations. This is 
reflected in reports issued by many of 
the state governments throughout the 
country. Entire passages appearing in 
government reports are often nothing 
other than verbatim excerpts from the 
tracts written by the sect priests and 
released by the churches in pamphlet 
form. The government of the State of 
Baden-Wuerttemberg simply had their 
report written by a former Lutheran 
minister who now teaches religion in 
the public schools and is antagonistic 
towards the new movements. 


Courts rule against German 
government 


Since 1982 some of the communities 
which have been attacked and ma- 
ligned by the state and federal govern- 
ments have turned to the courts for help 
in calling a halt to the implementation 
of policies that run counter to the prin- 
ciples of the constitution. In the mean- 
time, the federal government has been 
forbidden in numerous court cases to 
officially refer to communities as youth 
sects. The courts have also prohibited 
the federal government from providing 
monies to associations which propa- 





gandize against religious com munities. 
None of these court decisions yet car- 
ries the force of law, because they are 
still under appeal. 

In its February answer to the Green 
Party's inquiry, the federal govern- 
ment continued to cling to both the 
label youth sect and to its opinion that 
the new communities “are primarily 
oriented toward financial goals, and 
that any incidental religious or” ideo- 
logical characteristics are simply 
means to seek monetary gain.” In issu- 
ing these statements, the federal gov- 


ernment referred to the fact that the | 


court injunction against them is under 


appeal, and technically, it does have the | 
legal right to persist in maligning the 


new religious communities. 


The government could have seïzed 
this as an opportunity to confront the 


fact that several courts have already 
denied the government the right to warn 
against the so-called dangers posed by 
these communities, because after re- 
viewing ample evidence, those courts 
have determined that no such danger 


exists or has ever existed. 


So, the government’s answer holds 
nothing new, other than a demonstra- 
tion of its continued unwillingness to 
retreat even an inch from its position, 
and that it can only be restrained 
through court action. 


Govenment's mental 


Gy mnastics 
The attentive reader can only shake his 
head in wonder at the mental gymnas- 
tics the federal government goes 
through in justifying its often blatant, 
arrogant and unequal treatment of 
Christians and sannyasins. For €X- 
ample, members of parliament could 
have investigated the govermment’s 
reasons for constantly conferring with 
representatives of the churches and 


| parents” initiatives, while categorically 


refusing to listen to even one represen- 


| tative of the Rajneesh religious com- 


munity (or of any other new commu- 


| _nity). It was an the basis of its discus- 
|_sions withthechurches and the parents’ 


| formed its present 
| the government considers most relfable 


policy. Evidently, 


the information contained in the analy- 


ses provided by the churches, — and | 
(declares that any discussions with (he | 


R'ajneesh religious community arc 


umuecessary, “for drat group's argu- | 
maats are known from the proceedings | 
of the trials dat have already been | 
comd\acted.” The federal govemment | 
could! hardly have stated more clearly | 
its; opimion that basic rights are to be | 
afffordkerd only to citizens who belong to | 

Ü churches. | 


dhe established 
Proof exists of religious- 

neurosis among Christians 

The members of parliament 
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result @f mpeatéicig vition im ‘the ‘sannyas 


movement. Until’ mow, mo scienùtic 
study: Ihas bean suocessful in finding 
any such monieil à'amage suffered by 
sannoyasins. Im ooniu est, numerous SOi- | 


entilfic tigitions: have estiblished 





the, prevaleroe of religious neuroses, 
The | 
governments answer is simply aCon- 
fession of is own helpiltessness when 


etc. among Christians. 


faood with the facts: they” Claimed ‘that 
they are mot in possession of any offi 


cialfindingsofmontal damapgesuffered 
| by Christians; according to them they 
are im possession of scionvi'ic studies | 
| on such damage resulting frcun mom- 
bership in these groupings, whichthey _ 
mitted to the courts. Remarka- | 
|_ bly, they have lost each and evary One , 
of the rial wamsoripts im which they 
submiged dhose so-called scienific | 


have st 





findings. 


Sannyasìns successfully 
strike back in court 


Though the press may be portraying | 


thìs brand of utter nonsense as appro- 


priate public policy — for years, the | 
papers have been piecing togethe their 
storìes and headlines from the fairy 
tales told by the “sectexpert priests”— 





the courts are now scrutinizing he 


texts of government reports more and | 
more carefully, due to increasing effort | 


by sannyasìns. Legal acúvity by san- 


nyasins has had its effect. In his vein, | 
the Administrative Court of Suuttgart 
ruled in February that the report issued 
by the state of Baden-Wuervermnberg | 
last summer was based on one-sided 


and unsubstantiated sources. The re- 


port on so-called youth sects referrod 0 | 
a number of new communities, devot- « 








nenten 


|_ing 20 pages to a supposed porwayalof 
the Rajneesh religious community, 
Bhagwan and his teac/hing;s. The state 
minister of culture providled the final 
comments for the report, claiming that … 
in the face of these new «oommunities, | 
he wanted to reconfirm our western | 
| demanded terpaymrerit of badk (ese. 

The only thing confirmed by the 
report is the state’s will to malign. 
Bhagwan is referred to as supposeäly | 
enlightened (no German government 
body has ever designated Jesus as the | 
supposed son of God). It claims what 
Bhagwan has nothing to say, because 
‘he has stressed that he has no teaching, | 
and that the things he does say are 
neither religion nor philosophy. Ac- . 
oording wo the report, he teaches people 
to be ürresponsible and to follow (heir | 
instincts. It claims that in their business 
| enterprises, sannyasins are Catastro- 


Christian values. 


The Administrative Court of 


| Souttgart has prohibited the state of | 
Baden-Wuerttemberg from circulating | sad 
based on truths that are self-evident, it 


this report. It also may not be used as 


that the state government must refrain 
from issuing any negative statements 
on the Rajneesh religious community. 
Acoordimg Wo the court decision, the 
state of Baden-Wuertternburg had vio- 
latod Article 4 by presenting a superfi- 
cialpicuure of the movement which was 
negauúvely slanted through an unrealis- 
tic selection of the facts, and because 
the representation of the religious and 
ideological content of the movement 
was negatively colored. The court sup- 
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twaching material in public schools. 
The court never questioned the rightof 
the local meditation association to 
claïm protection under Article 4 of the 
federal constitution and further ruled 
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wihenever (it iis Wesel mot On Proven 


Fats, but on mere ziltegations lifwed 


from mewspaper repotts, in as far as | 


these mumors Serve 25 a CaUse of dis- 
crimiination against (eit movement.” 
The court stressed érit the Rajneesh 


religious community may not be por- 


ware salbusiness operation, and that 
the government should generally ab- 
stain from onvaging in any form of 
polemics or slogan-like simplifica= 
tions. The oourt banned the dissemina= 
ton of all parts of the portrayal, because 
it was megaltive im its entirety. 

Though the roasoning of the court is 


is mevertheless remarkable that the 
Stuttgart court, in this day and age; 
should retum to these truths in à trial 
brought by sannyasins against an ofgärt 
of a state government. 

The State administrative Court 
which will decide upon the Baden- 
Wuerttemberg government’s appeal of 
the Stuttgart court’s ruling is known (6 
be very conservative. How ever they fi- 
nally decide the case, the truth remains 
that in West Germany right now, the 
judges are the only ones who will offi- 
cially oppose the prejudices against 
Bhagwan and against sannyasins and 


who will both expose these prejudices | 


and proclaim their lack of substarice. 
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Beautiful Concert in Buddha Hall 


Pandit Shivakumar Sharma and Ustad Zakir Hussain play 
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govemment"S TESO for falimg to | mn 4 hd || In't nn Kk | | mamma: iN | | | 
| On Sunday evening, March 13th, Ustad Zakif 
Hussain on tablas (left) and Pandit Shrivakurmar Sfrarmmá on 





santoor (above), played before a packed AAOREE Ht 
demanded information om Úne specific An unforgetable musical event. | 
fomns off psychological damage wich For an intimate interview with Zakir Hussain 


| 
Gautam the Buddha Auditorium at Rajmeeshdham. | 
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eliefde Bhagwan, 

U zei eens: “Het is een zeldzaam 

momènt wanneer de eeuwigheid 
doordringt in de tijd.” Kunt U hier meer over 
zeggen? 


Vadan, de vraag lijkt eenvoudig, maar het 
antwoord is heel complex. En de complexiteit 
heeft meer dimensies, want het antwoord kan 
alleen voortkomen uit je eigen ervaring, niet van 
buiten af. Precies zoals de vraag in je opkomt, zo 
kan het antwoord ook alleen maar deel van je 
innerlijk zijn. Maar ik zal in detail uitleggen, wat 
ik bedoel waneer ik zeg, dat het moment 
zeldzaam is, wanneer de eeuwigheid doordringt 
in de tijd. | 

| __Tijd is datgene, waarin we leven—het is 
horizontaal. Het beweegt zich van A naar B naar 
‚_C naar D. Het is lineair. Eeuwigheid is verticaal, 
| het gaat niet van A naar B en van B naar C. Het 
beweegt zich van A naar “meer A" naar "nog 
meer A”. Het beweegt zich omhoog. Het mo- 
‚ ment is heel zeldzaam, want het gebeurt alleen 
‚ wanneer meditatie een zekere rijpheid heeft 
‚ bereikt, wanneer je je eigen centrum ervaren 
| Dan wordt je je plotseling bewust dat je een 
‚kruising van wegen bent. Eén lijn beweegt zich 
‚ horizontaal, m.a.w. middelmatig, gewoon, zon- 
| der betekenis en uiteindelijk leidend naar de 
‚dood. De horizontale lijn beweegt zich constant 
‚im de richting van het graf. Ik heb jullie het 
verhaal verteld, im vele opzichten vol betekenis. 

Een machtige koning zag in zijn droom een 
schaduw em werd bang, zelfs in zijn droom, en 
vroeg: “Wat wil je?” De schaduw zei:””Ik ben niet 
gekomen omm iets te vragen, ik ben gekomen om 
je iets; te vertellen. Vanavond, op de juiste plek, 
als; de: zom ondergaat, zul je voor “t laatst adem 
ademen. Normaal gesproken kom: ik het mensen 
niet zeggen, maar jij bent een groot heerser, het 
is; alleen maar om je respect te tonen.” 

De koning werd zo bang dat hij zwetend 
wakker werd, en niet wist wat hijj moest doen. 
Het enige wat hij kom bedenken was om alle 
geleerdem, astrologen en profeten bij elkaar te 
roepem omm de betekenis: vam de droom uit te 
leggem. 

Mem heeft altijd! gedacht dat droomanalyse 
‚ begon met Sigmund! Freud: Dat is; niet waar. Het 
begon allemaal met deze koning, duizend jaar 
geledem 

In het midden van de: nacht werd het verhaal 
verteld: aam alle: profeten van z’m hoofdstad, aan 
allie: wijzem em allem die: op éé of andere: manier 
te nmakem hebbem met de toekomst… 


hadden allemaal hum geschriften bij zich em 
begonnen mét elkaar te: argumenteren dat “Dit 
kam nooit de betekenis: zijn!” of “Dit moet het 
‚ hraast wel! betekenem…’” 
Zeverspildemal!humtijd'endezombegomal\op 
‚ tekomem Dekoning hadieemoude-dienaar die: als 
‚ een vader voor lhem was, omdat zijn eigen vader 
‚stierf toemhijnog heel! jong was: Hij was. zo jong 
‚dat 7’ vader het voogdijschap aam z’n dienaar 
had! gegeven en hem: vertelde: “Zorg ervoor dat 
‚hij; mijm opvolger wordt en het koninkrijk niet 
‚ verliest,” 

Em dee dienaar zorgde: ervoor: Nu was: hij erg 
oud; maar: hij: werd: niet als: een dienaar: behan- 
‚ deld: Hij; werd: bijne evenveel! gerespecteerd als 
‚ een vader: Hij kwam naarde koning toe en zei: 
‚IK wil U'tweedingen zeggen: U' hebt altijd: naar 
me geluisterd: IK: bem geen profeet, ik: bem geen: 
astroloog: em ik: weet niet wat voor onzin: er 
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Deze lezing werd gegeven 
door B.hagwan Shree Rajneesh 
in Rajneeshdham 
op 24 Februari 1988, a.m…, 
nr. 27 uit de serie 
“Hari Om Tat Sat”. 


allemaal gaande is. De geschriften worden 
geraadpleegd. En een feit is, dat als de zon 


eenmaal opgekomen is, de zonsondergang niet 
ver weg is. 


En deze mensen, deze zogenaamde geleer- 


den, hebben in eeuwen nog nooit enig resultaat 
‚bereikt. En slechts in één dag… ze zullen ruziën, 


argumenteren, elkaars argumenten vernietigen, 


‚ maar je kunt niet verwachten, dat ze tot een 


overeenkomst, tot een conclusie zullen komen. 


‚ Laat ze maar discussiëren, mijn suggestie is: “U 
‚hebt het beste paard ter wereld” —in die tijd was 
‚ het paard het snelste vervoermiddel. “Neem het 
‚paard en ontsnap van dit paleis, zo snel mogelijk. 


Eén ding is zeker, U moet niet hier, maar ver weg 


| zijn.” 
droomuitlieggers: Het vertaal! waseenvoudig. Ze | 


Het klonk logisch, rationeel en toch heel 


‚ simpel. De koning verliet de intelligente geleer- 
‚dem, die nog steeds aan het argumenteren 
‚ waren—Ze merkten zelfs niet dat de koning was 
‚ vertrokken. En zijn paard was zeker een konink- 
‚rijk waard. Hij was erg trots op z’n paard, want er 
‚was geen ander paard dat zo sterk was. Tussen 


het paard en de koning was zo’n liefde, zo’n 
diepe affiniteit, een soort van synchroniciteit, dat 
de koning tot het paard sprak: “Het schijnt dat 


‚mijm dood komt. Die schaduw was niets anders 


dam de dood. Je moet me zover mogelijk van dit 
paleis wegbrengen als je maar kunt.” 

Het paard knikte en volbracht z’n taak. Tegen 
de avond, toen de zon onderging, waren ze hon- 


‚ derdemmijlen verwijderd van hun koninkrijk. Ze 
‚ hadden, im wermomming, een ander koninkrijk 
‚ bereikt, Dekoning was erg blij. Hij steeg van z’n 
paard: af? hj bond z’n paard aan een boom want 
‚_nocit hijzelff noch het paard hadden iets gegeten 
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en zei tot z’n paard: “Bedankt, mijn vriend, nu zal 
ìk voor jouw eten zorgen en voor het mijne. We 
zijn zo ver weg, we hoeven nergens bang voor te 
zijn. Je hebt de verhalen, die over je verteld 
werden, waargemaakt. Je veranderde bijna in 
een wolk, met zo’n snelheid….” 

En toen hij het paard aan de boom vastbond, 
verscheen de donkere schaduw en zei tegen de 
koning: “Ik was bang dat je niet in staat zou zijn 
om het te halen, maar je paard is fantastisch. Ik 
bedank het paard ook. Dít is de plaats en dít is de 


tijd en ik was bezorgd—je was zo ver weg, hoe 


zou ik het voor elkaar gekregen hebben je hier te 
brengen? Het paard diende je lotsbestemming.” 

Het is een vreemd verhaal, maar het laat zien 
dat waar je ook bent, bewegend in horizontale 
lijn, met welke snelheid dan ook, je zult eindigen 
in één of ander kerkhof. Het is vreemd dat elk 
moment ons graf dichter bij ons komt— zelfs als 


je niet beweegt, komt je graf dichter naar je toe. 


Eeuwig- 


Anders gezegd, de horizontale lijn van de tijd is 
de sterfelijkheid van de mens. 

Maar als je kunt doordringen tot het centrum 
van je wezen, de stilte van je innerlijkste cen- 
trum, kun je twee wegen zien: de één horizontaal, 
de ander verticaal. 

Je zult verbaasd zijn te weten dat het Christe- 
lijke kruis helemaal niet Christelijk is. Het is een 
zeer oud Oosters Arisch symbool, swastika. Dat 
is waarom Adolf Hitler, die dacht dat hij van het 
zuiverste Arische bloed was, swastika als zijn 
symbool koos. Een swastika is niets anders dan 
twee lijnen, die elkaar kruisen. In India, zonder te 
weten waarom, aan het begin van elk jaar, 
schrijven de zakenlieden in hun boeken, begin- 
nen hun nieuwe boeken, met swastika. Het chris- 
telijke kruis is eenvoudigweg een deel van de 
swastika. Maar het vertegenwoordigt ook het- 
zelfde: het verticale, het horizontale. Christus’ 
handen zijn horizontaal; zijn hoofd en zijn wezen 
wijzen in een andere richting. 

In een moment van meditatie zie je plotseling 
dat je kunt bewegen in twee richtingen —of hori- 
zontaal of verticaal. Het verticale bestaat uit 
stiltes, gelukzaligheid, extases, het horizontale 
bestaat uit handen, werk, de wereld. 

Wanneer een mens zichzelf eenmaal heeft 
herkend als een kruising van wegen, kan hij niet 
ongeïnteresseerd zijn in het verticale. Het hori- 
zontale kent hij, maar het verticale opent een 
deur tot het eeuwige, waar de dood niet bestaat, 
waar men eenvoudigweg meer en meer deel 
wordt van het kosmische geheel. Waar men alle 
beperkingen verliest, zelfs de beperking van het 
lichaam. 


“Geboorte is pijn, het leven is pijn, dood 

is pijn” Wat hij zei was, dat door te 
bewegen langs de horizontale lijn, je continu 
miserabel en in pijn zult zijn. Je leven kan geen 
leven van dans en vreugde zijn. Als dit alles is, 
dan is zelfmoord de enige oplossing. 

Dat is wat de tegenwoordige Westerse 
filosofie van het existentialisme van Jean Paul 
Sartre, Jaspers, Heidegger, Kierkegaard en an- 
deren heeft geconcludeerd. Dat het leven zinloos 
is. Op het horizontale vlak is het dat, want het is 
eenvoudigweg een lijdensweg en pijn en on- 
gemak en ziekte en ouderdom. En jij zit 
gevangen in een klein lichaam terwijl je 
bewustzijn zo groot is als het hele heelal. 

Wanneer het verticale eenmaal ontdekt is, 
begint men te bewegen langs de verticale lijn. 
Die verticale lijn betekent niet dat je de wereld de 
rug toe moet keren. Maar het betekent zeker dat 
je niet meer van de wereld bent, dat de wereld een 


G autama de Boeddha plachtte te zeggen: 
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tijdelijk karakter krijgt en belangrijkheid ver- 
liest. Het betekent niet dat je de wereld de rug toe 
moet keren en moet ontsnappen naar de bergen 
en de kloosters. Het betekent eenvoudigweg dat 
je— waar je ook bent— begint een innerlijk leven 
te leiden, wat vroeger niet mogelijk was. 
Voorheen was je extrovert, nu, plotseling 
wordt je introvert. Wat het lichaam betreft, kun je 
het makkelijk aan, zolang de herinnering daar is, 
dat je niet het lichaam bent. Maar het lichaam kan 
op vele manieren gebruikt worden om je te 
helpen in een verticale lijn te bewegen. Het 
doordringen van de verticale lijn, net als een 
zonnestraal, die in de duisternis van je horizon- 
tale leven schijnt, is het begin van verlichting. 


e zult er hetzelfde uitzien, maar je zult niet 
J hetzelfde zijn. Degenen die een helderheid 

van zien hebben, voor hen zul je er ook niet 
hetzelfde uitzien. En zeker voor jezelf zul je er 
nooit hetzelfde uitzien. En je zult nooit dezelfde 
zijn. Je zult in de wereld zijn maar de wereld zal 
niet in jouw zijn. 

Ambities, wensen, jaloeziën zullen gaan 
verdampen. Het zal geen moeite kosten om ze te 
laten vallen. Jouw bewegen langs de verticale 
lijn is genoeg om ze te laten verdwijnen —omdat 
ze op de verticale lijn niet kunnen bestaan. Ze 
kunnen alleen bestaan in de duisternis van het 
horizontale, waar iedereen in competitie is, ie- 
dereen vol met lust is, vol met hunkering naar 
macht is, een groot verlangen heeft om te domin- 
eren, om speciaal te zijn. 

Op de verticale lijn verdwijnen al die stom- 
miteiten eenvoudigweg. Je wordt zo licht, zo 
gewichtsloos, net zoals een lotusbloem: die drijft 
in het water, maar het water raakt de lotus niet 
aan. Je blijft in de wereld, maar de wereld heeft 
geen vat meer op je. Integendeel, jij begint de 
wereld te beïnvloeden— niet door bewuste in- 
spanning, maar alleen maar door je zuivere 
aanwezigheid, je gratie, je schoonheid. Als dit 
van binnen groeit begint het zich rondom je te 
verspreiden. 

Het zal mensen, die een open hart hebben, 
raken en het zal mensen, die met eer zesloten 
hart geleefd hebben, bang maken—alle ramen, 
alle deuren gesloten. Zij zullen niet in contact 
komen met zo’n persoon. En om zichzelf te 
overtuigen, waarom ze niet in contact komen met 
zo’n persoon, zullen ze duizend-en-één excuses 
vinden, duizend-en-één leugens. Maar waar het 
om gaat is, dat ze bang zijn om ontmaskerd te 
worden. 

Degene die verticaal beweegt wordt bijna als 
een spiegel. Als je dicht bij hem komt zul je je 
werkelijke gezicht zien, je zult zien hoe lelijk je 
bent, je zult zien hoe je continue ambitieus bent, 
je zult je bedelnap zien. Misschien dat een ander 
verhaal dit duidelijk maakt. 

Een man, ‘s morgens vroeg, een bedelaar met 
een bedelnap, ging de tuin van de koning binnen. 
Zoals gewoonlijk maakte de koning een 
ochtendwandeling; anders was het onmogelijk 
de koning te ontmoeten— speciaal voor de bede- 
laar, de hele hofhouding zou hem stoppen. 
Daarom had hij die tijd gekozen, dat de hofhou- 
ding hem niet zou hinderen. En de koning wilde 
alleen in stilte met de natuur zijn om zoveel 
mogelijk van de schoonheid en het leven van de 
natuur te drinken. De bedelaar ontmoette hem 
daar. 

De koning zei: “Dit is niet het juiste tijdstip… 
ik zie niemand.” 

De bedelaar zei: “Ik ben een bedelaar. Uw 
hofhouding is te groot, en voor een bedelaar is het 
onmogelijk om U ik zien. Ik sta erop dat U mij 
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ontvangt.” 

De koning dacht er juist aan om van hem af te 
komen. Hij zei: “Wat wil je? Zeg het en je krijgt 
het. Verstoor mijn ochtendstilte niet.” 

De bedelaar zei: “Bedenk je nogmaals voor- 
dat je me iets aanbiedt.” 

De koning zei: “Jij bent een vreemde vogel. 
Ten eerste, kwam je zonder toestemming de tuin 
in en stond erop door mij te worden ontvangen. 
En nu zeg ik je, dat wat je ook maar wilt, je hoeft 
‘t alleen maar te zeggen. Maar verstoor m’n rust 
en stilte niet.” 

De bedelaar lachte. Hij zei: “Een rust die is 
verstoord is geen rust. En een stilte die wordt 
verbroken is alleen maar een droom, geen werke- 
lijkheid.” 


iets heel belangrijks en is zeker geen 
gewone bedelaar, dacht de koning. En de 
bedelaar zei opnieuw: “Ik wil dat U er nog eens 
over nadenkt, want het enige wat ik wil is dat U 
mijn bedelnap, met wat dan ook, vult, en dan zal 
ik gaan. Maar de nap móet vol zijn.” 
De koning lachte. Hij zei: “Jij bent gek. Denk 
je soms dat je bedelnap niet gevuld kan worden?” 
Hij riep z’n schatbewaarder en vertelde hem: 


N' keek de koning naar de bedelaar. Hij zei 





“Vul zijn bedelnap met diamanten en kostbare 
stenen.” 

De schatbewaarder had geen idee van wat er 
gebeurd was. Niemand vult bedelnappen met 
diamanten. En de bedelaar herinnerde de 
schatbewaarder eraan dat: “Vergeet niet, zolang 
de bedelnap niet vol is, ga ik hier niet weg.” Het 
was een uitdaging tussen een bedelaar en een 
koning. 

En toen gebeurde er iets heel vreemds. Op het 
moment dat de diamanten in z’n bedelnap wer- 
den gegoten, verdwenen ze. De koning 

‘schaamde zich. Maar hij zei: “Wat er ook 
gebeurt, zelfs als mijn hele schat verdwijnt, laat 
ik me niet verslaan door een bedelaar. Ik heb 
groot heersers verslagen.” En de hele schat 
verdween. Het gerucht verspreidde zich tot in de 
hoofdstad en er kwamen duizenden mensen om 
te zien wat er aan de hand was. En ze hadden de 
koning nog nooit zo zien beven en zo 
zenuwachtig gezien. 

En uiteindelijk, toen er niets meer van de 
schat over was en de bedelnap nog even leeg was 
als voorheen, viel hij aan de voeten van de 
bedelaar en zei: “Je zult me moeten vergeven, ik 
begreep het niet. Ik heb nooit over deze dingen 
nagedacht. Ik deed m’n best, maar nu… Ik heb je 
niets anders aan te bieden. Ik neem aan dat je me 
vergeven hebt. Als je me het geheim van je 
bedelnap kunt vertellen, het is een vreemde be- 
delnap… slechts een paar diamanten zouden hem 
gevuld hebben. Maar het heeft de hele schat 
gekost.” 


zorgen te maken. Dit is geen gewone 

bedelnap. Ik heb een menselijke schedel 
gevonden en hieruit heb ik deze bedelnap 
gemaakt. Het heeft z’n eigen oude gewoontes 
nog niet vergeten. Heb je ooit gekeken in je eigen 
bedelnap, je eigen hoofd? Wat je hei ook geeft, 
het wil altijd meer. Het kent maar één taal: méér. 
Het is altijd leeg, het is altijd een bedelaar.” 

Op de horizontale lijn bestaan alleen maar 
bedelaars, want ze zijn allemaal op jacht naar 
meer en “meer” kan niet worden vervuld—niet 
dat je niet kunt krijgen wat je wilt maar op het 
moment dat je 't hebt , wil je meer. Even is er een 
vonkje blijheid, maar ‘t volgende moment is er 
weer dezelfde wanhoop en dezelfde wedloop 
naar “meer”. Dit is met geen mogelijkheid waar 
te maken. En dit is de horizontale lijn, de lijn van 
steeds meer, meer en meer. 

Wat is de verticale lijn? Van steeds minder tot 
het punt van totale leegte, tot het punt dat je 
niemand bent. Alleen de handtekening—zelfs 
niet in het zand maar op het water. Je hebt ‘m nog 
niet gezet of hij is verdwenen. Degene die zich 
langs de verticale lijn beweegt is de authentieke 
sannyasin, die immens gelukkig is om niemand 
te zijn, immens gelukkig met de innerlijke zui- 
verheid van z’n leegzijn. Want alleen leegzijn 
kan zuiver zijn. Die absoluut tevreden is met z'n 
naaktzijn, want alleen “nietzijns” kan in harmo- 
nie zijn met het universum. 

Als dit in harmonie zijn met het universum 
eenmaal gebeurt, dan ben jij er, in zekere zin, niet 
meer. In de oude betekenis ervan besta jij niet 
meer. Maar voor eerste keer ben jij het hele 
universum. Zelfs de ver verwijderde sterren zijn 
in je; jouw “nietszijn" kan ze bevatten. De blo- 
emen en de zon en de maan… en alle muziek van 
het bestaan. Je bent geen ego meer, je “ik” is 
verdwenen. Maar dat betekent niet dat jij 
verdwenen bent. Integendeel, het moment dat 
jouw “ik” is verdwenen, ben jij er. 

Het is zo enorm ecstatisch om zonder een 


D e bedelaar lachte en zei: “Je hoeft je geen 
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gevoel van “ik” te bestaan, zonder een gevoel 
van welk ego dan ook, zonder te vragen naar 
meer. Wat meer kun je nog vragen? Je hebt niets, 
in dit niets ben jij, zonder het hele heelal te 
veroveren. Dan hoor je dat vogels niet alleen 
buiten je zingen. Ze lijken alleen buiten je te 
zingen omdat je lichaam de begrenzing vormt. 
Langs de verticale lijn wordt je meer en meer 
bewust en minder en minder een lichaam. Het 
hele identificeren met het lichaam verdwijnt. In 
niets-zijn zingen de vogels van 
binnen;debloemen, de bomen en deze prachti ge 
morgen zullen in jouw zijn. In feite is er dan geen 
verschil. Alles is jouw visie geworden en je kunt 
geen rijker leven hebben dan wanneer alles je 
innerlijk is geworden. Wanneer de zon en de 
maan en de sterren en de hele oneindigheid van 
tijd en ruimte in je zijn… wat wil je nog meer? 
Dit is precies de betekenis van verlichting: 
om nietmeer als een ego te bestaan zodat het hele 
oceanische bestaan een deel van jouw wordt. 


abir was een groot Indiaas mysticus, 

k ongeschoold, maar met enorm belang- 

rijke, misschien grammaticaal niet 

juiste, uitspraken. Eén van z’n uitspraken verbe- 

terde hij, voordat hij stierf. Toen hij nog jong 

was deed hij een prachtige uitspraak: “Een 

dauwdruppel glijdt van het lotusblad, in de 

vroege morgenzon, schitterend als een parel, in 

de oceaan. Hij zei: “Hetzelfde is mij 
overkomen.” 

Zijn woorden zijn: “Ik ben op zoek gegaan, 

mijn vriend. In plaats van mezelf te vinden, ben 
ik verloren gegaan in het heelal. De dauwdruppel 
verdween in de oceaan.” Vlak voordat hij stierf, 
en zijn ogen sloot, riep hij zijn zoon Kamal bij 
zich, die bewees van hetzelfde kaliber en de- 
zelfde kwaliteit te zijn… En soms denkt men 
zelfs dat hij moediger dan Kabir was. Kabir 
toonde veel moed t.a.v. alle tradities, al het 
orthodoxe, alles. Maar Kamal bekritiseerde zelfs 
Kabir, wanneer hij het niet eens was met zijn 
uitspraken. Hij zei tegen Kamal dat “Alsjeblieft, 
verander mijn alom geroemde uitspraak: “Mijn 
vriend, ik ben op zoek gegaan naar mezelf, maar 
in plaats van dat ik mezelf vond, ben ik zoek 
geraakt, net zoals de dauwdruppel verdwijnt in 
de oceaan”, verander dit.” 

Kamal zei: “Ik had altijd al het vermoeden 
gehad dat er iets niet klopte.” En hij liet zijn eigen 
schrijven zien, waarin hij het al verbeterd had. De 
verbetering —zelfs nog voordat Kabir het zich 
realiseerde— was al gedaan. Daarom noemde 
Kabir hem Kamal. “Je bent een wonder.” Kamal 
betekent wonder. En de man was een wonder. H iĳ 
had de regel, die Kabir veranderd wilde hebben, 
verbeterd “Maar mijn vriend, ik heb naar mezelf 
gezocht; in plaats van mezelf te vinden, hebik de 
hele wereld, het hele universum gevonden. De 
dauwdruppel is niet verdwenen in de oceaan, 
maar de oceaan is opgegaan in de dauwdruppel.” 

En wanneer de oceaan opgaat in de 
dauwdruppel, dan verliest de dauwdruppel een- 
voudigweg zijn grenzen, niets anders. 

Op de verticale lijn, wordt je minder en min- 
der, en minder en minder. En op een zekere dag 
ben je er niet meer. 

Een Zenmeester, Rinzai, had een hele 
vreemde maar prachtige gewoonte. Elke mor- 
gen, als hij wakker werd en voordat hij z’n ogen 
open deed, zei hij: “Rinzai, ben je er nog?” 

Zijn discipelen zeiden: “Wat is dit voor 
flauwekul?” Je vraagt: “Rinzai, ben je er nog?” 

Hij zei: “Ik wacht op het moment dat het 
antwoord zal zijn: “Het bestaan is, maar Rinzai is 
niet.” 
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Als je kunt 
doordringen tot 
het centrum 
van je wezen, 
de stilte van je 
innerlijkste centrum, 
kun je twee wegen zien: de 
één horizontaal, 
de ander verticaal. 








Dit is de hoogste piek die het menselijk 
bewustzijn kan bereiken. Dit is de allerhoogste 
zegening. En tenzij je deze piek bereikt, zul je 
blijven dwalen langs donkere paden, blind, lij- 
dend, ellendig. Men kan veel wijsheid vergaren, 
men kan een groot leerling worden, maar dat zal 
niet helpen. Slechts één ding, iets heel een- 
voudigs, is het wezenlijke van de hele religieuze 
ervaring, en dat is meditatie. 

Je gaat naar binnen. Het zal moeilijk zijn om 
uit de menigte van je gedachten te komen, maar 
zelf ben je geen gedachte. Je kunt eruit komen, je 
kunt een afstand scheppen tussen jou en je 
gedachten. En als de afstand groter wordt, begin- 
nen de gedachten te vallen als dode bladeren— 
omdat jij en jouw identificatie met de gedachten 
hetgene is wat ze voedt. Als je ze geen voeding 
geeft, kunnen gedachten niet bestaan. Ben je ooit 
een op zichzelf staande gedachte tegen- 
gekomen? 


het woord dat Gautama de Boeddha ge- 

bruikte is upeksha. Wees gewoon onver- 
schillig naar het hele denken en er wordt een 
afstand geschapen. En kom dan tot het punt 
vanwaar alle voeding tot alle gedachten wordt 
gestopt. Ze verdwijnen eenvoudig. Het zijn 
zeepbellen. 

En het moment, waarop alle gedachten 
verdwenen zijn, zul je dezelfde situatie te- 
genkomen en vragen: “Rinzai, ben je erg nog?” 
En je zult wachten op dat grote moment, die 
zeldzame gelegenheid, wanneer het antwoord 
zal zijn: “Nee, wie is deze Rinzai?” 

Deze stilte is meditatie. En het is geen talent. 
Niet iedereen kan een Picasso of een Rabin- 
dranath of een Michelangelo zijn. Dat zijn talen- 
ten. Maar iedereen kan wel verlicht worden, 
want daar is geen talent voor nodig; het is je 


EF n probeer gewoon onverschillig te zijn — 


geboorterecht waarvan je je niet bewust bent. En 
je zult er onbewust van blijven, als je met 
gedachten blijft omringd. Je zult je alleen bewust 
worden van je uiteindelijke werkelijkheid wan- 
neer niets het kan voorkomen, wanneer “niets” je 
omringt. 

De verticale lijn is zeldzaam, Vadan. Het is 
misschien wel het enige zeldzame wat er bestaat, 
want het neemt je mee op reis naar eeuwigheid en 
onsterfelijkheid. En de bloemen die bloeien op 
deze paden zijn voor het denken niet te bevatten. 
En de ervaringen die je dan opdoet, niet te 
verklaren. Maar op een heel bijzondere manier 
wordt men zélf dan de expressie. De ogen ver- 
tonen de diepten van het hart, de gebaren laten de 
gratie van de verticale beweging zien. De hele 
verschijning straalt, vibreert en creëert een ener- 
gieveld. 

Ik heb echt met ze te doen… met degenen, die 
bevooroordeeld zijn, reeds hun besluit hebben 
genomen en al conclusies hebben getrokken. 
Maar diegenen die open zijn, onbevooroordeeld, 
geen conclusies hebben getrokken, zij zullen 
onmiddellijk de vibratie, de uitstraling beginnen 
te voelen. En op het moment dat er een zekere 
synchroniciteit is tussen het hart van degene, die 
langs de verticale lijn beweegt, en degene, die 
nog niet langs de verticale lijn beweegt, in een 
moment van synchroniciteit, in datzélfde mo- 
ment, gaat de ander zich ook bewegen langs de 
verticale lijn. 


om dingen, die niet door woorden kunnen 

worden verklaard, te verklaren. Voor 
diegenen, die intelligent genoeg zijn, niet de in- 
tellectuelen— dat zijn de mensen vol met 
onzin…. Raak nooit verward tussen intellectucel 
en intelligent zijn. Intelligentie is een zuivere 
helderheid van zien, een ontvankelijkheid. De 
intellectueel is een computer, hij is een geheu- 
gen. Intelligentie is niet hetzelfde als geheugen. 
Intelligentie is een scherp zwaard dat direct 
doordringt in de werkelijkheid. Zogauw als het ‘t 
dit ziet. 

Het verhaal gaat dat Mahakashyapa, zelf een 
prins, Gautama de Boeddha ging bezoeken. 
Maar hij was erg eenvoudig, onschuldig, on- 
bevooroordeeld, nergens in gelovend, zonder 
filosofie, zonder theologie. Hij raakte een- 
voudigweg de voeten van Boeddha aan, keek in 
Boeddhas ogen en er gebeurde van alles. Alsof er 
een vonk oversprong, iets onzichtbaars, een 
ontmoeting van hart tot hart, een versmelten… hij 
stelde nooit één enkele vraag aan Gautama de 
Boeddha. 

Zelfs anderen werden zich van dit feit bewust: 
“Alle discipelen stellen vragen. Deze Maha- 
kashyapa is een vreemde vogel. Hij zit altijd 
maar onder een boom; hij heeft bijna beslag 
gelegd op de boom. Iedereen weet dat je daar niet 
moet gaan zitten, omdat Mahakashyapa daar zit. 
Hij zit daar—als Boeddha spreekt, goed; als 
Boeddha niet spreekt, ook goed.” 

Langzaam maar zeker kwamen oudere disci- 
pelen naar Mahakashyapa toe, in het bijzonder 
Sariputta, die een heel oude discipel van 
Gautama de Boeddha was, heel dicht bij hem 
stond. Hij vroeg Mahakashyapa: “Heb jij geen 
vraag?” 

Mahakashyapa zei: “Al mijn vragen werden 
beantwoord op het moment dat hij in mijn ogen 
keek. Sinds ik zijn voeten aangeraakt heb, ben ik 
geen lichaam meer. Ik ben alleen maar 
bewustzijn en het lichaam is mijn huis. Alle 
identiteit met het lichaam werd verbroken in een 
fractie van een seconde.” 


D eze woorden zijn er eenvoudigweg voor 
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Hij wordt slechts eenmaal in de Boeddisti- 
sche geschriften genoemd, namelijk toen een 
andere koning Gautama de Boeddha een grote, 
waardevolle diamand aanbood en Boeddha zei: 
“Laat vallen!” 

Met tegenzin, omdat het een hele waardevolle 
diamand was, en voor tienduizend mensen en 
Boeddha zegt: “Laat vallen!”… Hij liet ‘m vallen. 
Hij had ook een hele zeldzame bloem meege- 
bracht: een lotus, in bloei, buiten het seizoen. Het 
was niet de tijd voor lotussen. Hij bood Boeddha 
die bloem aan en Boeddha zei opnieuw: “Laat 
vallen!” Hij liet ‘m vallen maar hij voelde zich 
heel erg vreemd, gekwetst. “M'n geschenken 
worden niet aanvaard.” 

En Boeddha zei: “Laat vallen!” Nu had hij 
niets meer om te laten vallen. Dus keek hij eens 
om zich heen—’’Wat moet ik hier mee aan? Is die 
man gek? Ik liet de diamand vallen, ik liet de 
lotus vallen….die twee dingen hield ik in beide 
handen. Nu heb ik niets om te laten vallen.” Dit 
is de enige keer waarop Mahakashyapa wordt 
genoemd—slechts één keer. 

Tienduizend sannyasins waren heel erg stil — 
want het was een vreemde situatie, Boeddha had 
zoiets nog nooit gedaan. Hij accepteerde altijd 
iedereen die een bloem of geschenk meebracht, 
hij zou het accepteren. Maar Mahakashyapa, 
zittend onder “zijn” boom, lachtte hard. Hij had 
met niemand gesproken; hij zat daar al voor vier 
jaar. Dit was de eerste keer dat hij zich uitte. Hij 
lachtte. En dat deed zelfs nog meer pijn. 

De koning vroeg: “Waarom lach je?” 

Hij zei: “Ik lach omdat je jezelf niet kunt laten 
vallen. Hij is niet geïnteresseerd in je bloem en je 
diamand, je moet jezelf laten vallen! En ik spreek 
vanuit m’n eigen ervaring— voordat hij ook 
maar iets gezegd had, had ik mezelf laten vallen. 
Hij moest zich vooroverbuigen en me vast- 
houden, en onze ogen ontmoetten elkaar en er 
gebeurde van alles.” 

Mahakashyapa is misschien wel de meest 
mysterieuze discipel van Gautama de Boeddha, 
tevens de meest ontvankelijke. Het was een 
zeldzaam moment toen Boeddha in Maha- 
kashyapas ogen keek. Dat was het moment 
waarop de eeuwigheid doordrong in de tijd, het 
verticale doordrong in het horizontale. En zelfs 
een fraktie van een seconde kan zo’n radicale 
verandering teweegbrengen. Mooi waren die 
dagen, goud de herinneringen. Nu lijkt het heel 
vaag en ver weg. 

Maar mijn poging hier is dit kleine eiland een 
deel van de eeuwigheid te maken, waar die 
onschuldige momenten, die onschuldige ervar- 
ingen nog steeds mogelijk zijn. Er wordt niets 
gezegd, er wordt niets gehoord, en toch begint 
het hart in harmonie met de meester te dansen. 


et universele en het eeuwige zijn het- 
H zelfde. Alleen de mens is langzaam 
verdwaald in de duisternis. In India 
hebben de zieners dit tijdperk “Kaliyuga” 
genoemd—het tijdperk der duisternis. Ze waren 
zeker zeer ontvankelijk. Een paar dagen geleden 
schreef de uitgever van de /llustrated Weekly 
een artikel over mij waarin hij een paar belang- 
rijke dingen zei: Hij is geen religieus persoon, 
noch gelooft hij in enige spiritualiteit. Maar hij 
kon zeggen, dat wat hij zag en voelde in onze 
commune, zijn meest spirituele ervaring was. 
Iemand uit Engeland schreef een hele boze 
brief naar hem, die gepubliceerd werd. De man 
zei: “Wat is er met jou gebeurd?” Of je bent 
omgekocht of je bent gehypnotiseerd.” Als je 
goed naar z’n brief kijkt wordt het zelfs nog 
belangrijker… Want als er iemand leugens over 


BHAGWAN 





De bloemen 
die bloeien 
op deze paden 
zijn voor het denken 
niet te bevatten. 
En de ervaringen 
die je dan opdoet, 
niet te verklaren. 





me verteld, als er iemand tegen me is, dan zal 
niemand tegen hem zeggen dat: “Je bent 
omgekocht door de vijanden van Bhagwan.” En 
niemand zal zelfs zeggen of zelfs kunnen voor- 
stellen dat “Je bent gehypnotiseerd door de 
mensen die tegen Bhagwan zijn.” 

Veel mensen hebben me verteld dat: “We 


willen komen en we willen begrijpen wat er 


gebeurt” Maar dan gaan mensen zeggen: “Je 
bent gehypnotiseerd. Als jij niets tégen Bhagwan 
hebt, dan ben je zeker gehypnotiseerd. Denk je 
dat Mahakashyapa vijfentwintig honderd jaar 
geleden werd gehypnotiseerd? Denk je dat 
iemand ook maar tegen hem gezegd zou hebben: 
“Of je bent omgekocht of je bent gehypno- 
tiseerd?” Dat waren de tijden dat de mensen niet 
zo gesloten waren en toelieten een frisse wind 
door zich heen te laten waaien. 

Nu lijkt ‘talsof iedereen helemaal gesloten is. 
Iemand is een Christen, iemand is een Hindoe, 
iemand is een Mohammedaan. Nog voordat ze 
iets hebben kunnen ervaren, hebben ze al be- 
sloten wat waar en niet waar is. Voordat ze in 
contact komen met een levende bron, hebben ze 
zichzelf al helemaal in de verdediging terugge- 
trokken. Ze zijn bang dat als ze zich openen, al 
hun vooroordelen dom zullen lijken en al hun 
geloofssystemen in elkaar zullen storten. 

Ik ben hier in mijn eigen land, maar ik be- 
schouw mezelf als een buitenlander. Mensen zijn 
bang om de poort van de ashram binnen te gaan. 
De angst is om gehypnotiseerd te worden. En ze 
begrijpen niet wat hypnose is. 

Het feit is, dat zij gehypnotiseerd zijn vanaf 
hun vroege jeugd, om een aap als god te aanbid- 
den— omdat geen intelligent mens dat zal doen. 
Ze zijn gehypnotiseerd om een olifant als god te 
aanbidden. Dit is alleen maar mogelijk door 
constante herhaling, vanaf de jongste kinder- 
jaren en door de hele maatschappij, waardoor het 


een conditionering in tien wordt. Anders zouden 
ze gaan nadenken— wat zijn ze aan het doen? 

Maar ze denken niet. Denken is één van de 
grootste misdaden. niemand denkt na, iedereen 
gelooft. Maar als je de hoogten van een Boeddha 
of de hoogten van een Chuang Tzu wilt bereiken, 
dan moet je alle geloofssystemen laten vallen. En 
je zult alle gedachten, die je door anderen 
gegeven zijn, en die geleend zijn, moeten laten 
vallen. 

Op een goeie dag kwam er een man naar 
Chuang Tzu toe, die steeds argumenteerde. 
Chuang Tzu zei: “Wacht. Ik wil één ding weten: 
zou je iemand anders z'n schoenen willen ge- 
bruiken?” 

Hij zei: “Waarom zou ik dat doen?” 

Chuang Tzu zei: “Je bent je zo bewust van je 
benen, van je voeten, maar je bent je niet zo 
bewust van je hoofd—omdat alle gedachten die 
je hebt van iemand anders zijn. Ze zijn niet van 
jou. Je hebt ze gehoord, je hebt ze gelezen, ze zijn 
je verteld, je hebt ze verzameld uit de atmosfeer, 
en je hebt er nooit bij stil gestaan, dat je geen 
enkele gedachte van jezelf hebt. In feite is er geen 
gedachte die de jouwe is. Jij hebt alleen maar 
helderheid, ontvankelijkheid, stilte, begrip, in- 
telligentie. En hiermee kun je de eeuwigheid in 
de wereld van de tijd laten doordringen. 

Dit is het grootste ogenblik. Ik kan niets 
bedenken, wat waardevoller of kostbaarder is. 
Daardoor word jij het hele heelal; het neemt alle 
begrenzingen weg, die in werkelijkheid je 
gevangenis vormen. Het maakt je zo vrij als een 
vogel in de lucht. 


u iets serieus, want we zijn al zo lang in 
N een niet-serieuze wereld geweest… 
Een man gaat een bar binnen en besteld 
een bier. Als hij geserveerd is tast hij in z’n borst- 
zakje en haalt er een perfect gevormd klein 
figuurtje uit, ongeveer tien centimeter lang. Dan 
haalt hij er een vingerhoedje uit en zet ‘t op de 
bar. “Ook een biertje voor m'n vriend hier” 
vraagt hij. “En niet te veel schuim.” 
“Is hij echt?” vraagt de barman. “Jazeker!” 
zegt de man. 
‘“Amold”, vervolgt hij, “Vertel hem over de 
tijd dat we op safari waren en je de medicijnman 
een zwarte hoerenzoon noemde.” 


Silverman werd gedood in een ongeluk en 
Mendel Kravitz wordt naar z’n vrouw gestuurd 
om haar het nieuws te vertellen. 

“Wees voorzichtig hoe je het haar verteld” 
adviseert een vriend. “Ze is een heel gevoelige 
vrouw.” 

Mendel klopt aan en Mevr. Silverman opent 
de deur. “Bent U de weduwe van Silverman?” 

“Zeker niet” antwoord ze. 

“Wedden van wel?” vraagt Mendel. 


Een Afrikaanse stam heeft een hongersnood 
en een slechte oogst. Het opperhoofd roept een 
vergadering bijeen en zegt: “We zullen een tele- 
gram naar de Russen sturen, waarin we zeggen 
dat we landbouwkundige problemen hebben en 
hun hulp nodig hebben. Ze zullen ons zaden, 
tractors en honderd jonge technici sturen om ons 
te helpen.” 

“Dan sturen we een telegram naar de Ameri- 
kanen, waarin we zeggen dat de Russen ons 
helpen. En de Amerikanen zullen ons zaden, 
tractors en honderd technici sturen. En wanneer 
alle technici gearriveerd zijn, eten we ze op.” 


Okay, Maneesha? 
Yes, Bhagwan. 
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[he Ultimate Freedom 


Beloved Bhagwan 


To the Western world the terms “free- 
dom” and “the master” are virtually mutu- 
ally exclusive; for those who have met You 
this is wildly inaccurate. How do You rede- 
fine “freedom” and “the mas- 
ter” for the Western under- 
standing? 


Vadan and Iti, the Western 
world has not come in contact 
with the tremendous reality that 
happens in the meeting of a 
master and a disciple. Of course 
it is not visible; it is just like 
love, but far greater and far 
deeper and far more mysteri- 
Ous. 

The West has known saints 
and followers. And the saints 
demand surrender; the saints 
demand faith. The moment you 
become faithful, you are no 
more. Your whole individual- 
ity has been erased. Then you 
are a Christian and you are a 
Jew, but you are not you. 

The phenomenon of the 
master and the disciple hap- 
pened in the East in its golden 
days, when there were people 
like Lao Tzu and Zarathustra 
and Gautam Buddha. They cre- 
ated a totally new kind of rela- 
tionship. 

Everybody cannot paint a 
Picasso; neither can everybody be a Mich- 
elangelo. The West has missed a Gautam 
Buddha—Jesus is not at all a comparison. 
Jesus is simply a Jew, believing in all the 
Jewish dogmas. He is faithful, in fact a little 
too much. 

Gautam Buddha is a rebel. He is not a fol- 
lower of anyone. Neither is Lao Tzu a fol- 
lower of anyone. They don’t have any scrip- 
tures, they don’t have any belief systems. 
They have searched on their own, alone— 
risking, because they are moving away from 
the crowd on the lonely path, not knowing 
where this journey is going to end. 

But trusting their heart, experiencing 
small syfmbolic indications that peace is 
growing, that love is flowering, that a new 
fragrance has come to their being, that their 
eyes are no longer full of the dust of the past… 
a tremendous clarity and transparency and 
they know they are on the right path. 

There is no guide, and you will not meet 
anybody on the path to inquire how far the 
destination is. 

It is a flight from the alone to the alone. 

But once a man finds a truth on his own, he 
naturally becomes aware that no organized 
religion is needed; it is a hindrance. That no 
priest, no mediators are needed; they will not 


allow you to reach the truth. 

Such a man, who has found the truth, be- 
comes the master. 

The difference is subtle and has to be 
understood. The disciple is not a follower: 
the disciple has simply fallen in love. You 
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others. 


don’t call lovers “followers”’. Something has 
clicked in his being, in the presence of some- 
one. It is not a question of being convinced 
about his ideas; it is not a conviction, it is not 
a conversion. It is a transformation. The 
moment a seeker comes in contact with one 
who has found it, a great syn- 
chronicity happens. Looking 
into each others’ eyes without 
saying a word, something that 
they have never dreamt of sud- 
denly becomes the greatest re- 
ality. 

It is not belief, because be- 
lief is always in philosophies, in 
ideologies. It is not faith, be- 
cause faith is about fictions for 
which nobody can find any 
argument or evidence. 

It is trust. 

What relates the master to 
the disciple is trust. 

Trust is the highest flower- 
ing of love, and how can love 
make anyone a slave? 

The very fact that it is love 
that joins the master and the 
disciple is enough indication 
that the master will prepare 
every possibility for your free- 
dom; otherwise, he will be be- 
traying love. 

And no master can betray 
love. Love is the ultimate real- 
ity. He has to fulfill it in his 
actions, in his words, in his rela- 
tions, in his silences. Whatever 
he does, he has to fulfill only one thing: that 
is his love. And a person groping in the dark, 
a disciple, has come to him… 

Only a priest can exploit him. A politician 
can exploit him. They are in search of follow- 
ers, both the priest and the politician. The 
politician and the priest are agreed on one 
point, that they need followers; only then can 
they become somebody. And they have di- 
vided their territories: the politician has taken 
the mundane world and the priest the spiri- 
tual. Between the two of them, they have 
made the whole of humanity slaves. They 
have destroyed everybody’s freedom. 

It is the greatest contribution of a few 
masters that they have managed not only 
their own freedom but also the freedom of 
those who loved them. 

Ít is simply inconceivable: if you love me, 
how can I enslave you? If you love me, then 
l will rejoice only in your freedom. When I 
see you opening your wings into the sky 
towards the unknown, the far away, the 
mysterious. that will be my joy; not that you 
have to be téthered to a certain dogma, creed, 
cult, religion, philosophy. These are all dif- 
ferent names of chains—manufactured by 
different kinds of people, but the purpose is 
the same. | 
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Because the West has not known mas- 
ters—it has known popes, it has known 
prophets, it has known saviors, it has known 
saints—it is absolutely unaware that there is 
a dimension it has missed. That dimension is 


the most valuable dimension. And because _ 


the West has missed it, a great 
misunderstanding has arisen 
out of it. 

It happens… You know the 
beautiful parable of Aesop. A 
foxis trying, Jumping as hard as 
possible, to reach the beautiful 
ripe grapes hanging just above 
his head. But his reach, his 
jump is too small and the height 
of the grapes is too big. Tired, 
perspiring, having fallen many 
times, he looks around to see if 
anybody is watching. 

A small rabbit, just hiding in 
a small bush, was watching— 
this was dangerous. This rabbit 
would spread the news all over. 
The fox walked away from the 
grapes; the rabbit followed and 
asked, “Uncle, just one ques- 
tion. What happened? Why 
could you not reach the 
grapes?” 

The fox was very angry. He 
said, “1 was suspecting the mo- 
ment [ saw you that you were 
going to create rumors about 
me. I have chosen not to take 
those grapes because they are 
not ripe. And if I hear anybody 
talking about those grapes, 1 will kill you, 
because you are the only witness.” 

À small parable, but it contains immense 
meaning. That which you cannot reach, you 
start condemning: “The grapes are not ripe.” 

Vadan and Iti are asking “To the Western 
world the terms ‘freedom’ and ‘the master’ 
are virtually mutually exclusive; for those 
who have met you this is wildly inaccurate. 
How do you redefine ‘freedom’ and ‘the 
master’ for the Western understanding?” 

The word ‘master’ creates confusion. It 
gives you the idea that you have become a 
slave; somebody has become a master of you. 
In the East, the word is used in the sense that 
you have become master of yourself; that you 
are no more a slave, that you have attained 
freedom. Different languages, grown in dif- 
ferent climates by different people, different 
experiences, are bound to create such kinds 
of confusions. 

To be master of oneself has never been a 
goal in the Western consciousness. It has 
always been how to conquer others, how to 
be master of others. It is a difficulty to trans- 
late many Eastern words into Western lan- 
guage. The same difficulty exists if you want 
to translate quantum physics into Eastern 
languages; you will not find words, because 


before language comes in, the experience has 
to be there. Experience creates language. 
And then, if you try, very funny things are 
bound to happen. The Eastern word for 
master is acharya. And the word acharya 
means one who lives his life authentically ac- 
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cording to his own consciousness and aware- 
ness. And if you come close to such a person 
what can he give to you? Being with him, you 
will learn only one thing: how to live in free- 
dom, awareness, in deep integrity and dig- 


nity. We are using the word master for 


acharya. 
The word ‘disciple’ is more 
fortunate, because this word 
And the Eastern word syshia 
have exactly the same mean- 
ings—for different reasons, but 
the meanings are the same. The 
disciple is one who is trying to 
learn something. The root 
meaning of the word ‘disciple’ 
is the same as the root meaning 
of ‘discipline’: it means prepar- 
ing yourself to learn, to under- 
stand. It is perfectly good as it 
is. It can be used—as far as the 
word “master’ is concerned, the 
disciple has just fallen in love 
with the man and wants to learn 
the same freedom, the same sin- 
cerity, the same integrity, the 
same height of consciousness. 
The question of surrender does 
not arise, and the question of 
belief does not arise. 
In the presence of the mas- 
ter, in the climate of the master, 
disciples start growing into new 
dimensions which they have 
not known that they are carry- 
ing within themselves as poten- 
tials. The master does not give 
them anything except his love. That too, it 
cannot be said that he gives. It is simply 
showering, just the way the sun showers its 
rays to all the flowers, to all the birds, to all 
the animals; whoever comes close to the 
master is showered with love. If you are 
searching, if you are ready to learn—if you 
are not already learned, if you are not already 
prejudiced, if you are not already faithful, if 
you have not sold your soul already to some 
theology, to some religion, to some ideol- 
ogy—then just by being close to the master, 
something starts transpiring. 

It is a transmission of the lamp—that’s 
how it has been known in the East; a trans- 
mission of light from one heart which has 
come to its own fire to another heart which is 
groping in darkness. 

Just coming closer… think of two candles, 
one lit and one unlit, coming closer and 
closer, and a moment comes when you will 
be suddenly amazed that both the candles are 
lit. The flame has jumped to the other candle. 
Just a certain proximity… And love creates 
that proximity. The flame jumps from one 
heart to another heart. 


Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh 
Hari Om Tat Sat, # 16, Feb. 2, 1988 pm 
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Surrender Is The Greatest Revolt 


Beloved Bhagwan, 

In private life, how to distinguish between re- 
sistance and healthy rebellion, between surren- 
der and resignation? The pitfalls of my habitual 
unconscious stubborness make me suspicious of 
my imperceptible false yes and no. Bhagwan, is 
there any simple test? Is it authentic when it just 
feels good? 


Deva Varda, when you feel something au- 
thentic then you can stand against 
the whole world. But the authen- 
ticity should not be another name 
of your ego. And nobody else can 
make it clear. You know it. 

When it is ego, you know per- 
fectly well that your desire is to be 
somebody special. And when it is 
an authentic truth, you also know 
that it has nothing to do with your 
personality, with your ego. And 
you are not going to gain anything 
out of it except a tremendous joy. 
Let joy be the criterion. As far as I 
am concerned, neither your yes 
means anything to me nor your no 
means anything to me. You are so 
asleep that in your sleep whether 
you say yes or you say no, does not 
matter. Whatever you say, 1 am 
going to pour a bucket of cold 
water on your head. 

Your yes and no are not impor- 
tant, your awakening is important. 
And out of your awakening what- 
ever happens is right. The moment 
you are alert, awake, conscious, 
your revolt and your surrender are 
not two different things. 

It is the unconscious mind 
which either wants to surrender to 
avoid unnecessary trouble of re- 
volting, cheap surrender. Or it 
wants to revolt because it does not 
want to lose its ego. Those are by- 
products. My insistence is not on 
by-products. My insistence is on a single thing, I 
call witnessing. 

Be aware and if your awareness leads you to 
surrender it is perfectly beautiful. And if your 
awareness leads you to revolt that’s how it should 
be. It will be difficult for you to understand that 
surrender is the greatest revolt. Revolt against 
the ego, revolt against your conditioning. But it 
should not be imposed on you that you surrender. 
Here, nobody is interested in your surrender. 
What we will do with your surrender? 

l don't see any use of it. And nobody is 
interested in your revolt. The only difference will 
be if you really want to revolt go to MG road. 
What the hell you are doing here? This is a 
gathering of people who are searching what is the 
real life, who are trying to awake themselves. 
Neither revolt nor surrender is of any impor- 
tance. 

Only important thing is becom…..g absolutely 
alert and aware. And then whatever you do is 
right. All the religions have labeled things: this is 
right, this is wrong, this is good, this is bad, this 


is virtue, this is sin. Things are fixed. And my 
whole approach is that things are constantly 
changing, nothing is fixed. 

So I cannot say to you that, “This thing par- 
ticularly is right and that thing particularly is 
wrong.” In a different context, things will be 
different. So better it is to give you an awareness 
which will decide spontaneously moment to 
moment what is right and what is wrong. 

You should not be dependent on scriptures, 
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dead and old and you should not be dependent on 
saints—either dead or alive. You should be 
simply free in your awareness and let your own 
awareness respond to reality as it comes. And 
reality is continuously changing. 

Sometimes, surrender may be perfectly right. 
If you meet a Buddha how you are going to 
revolt? He will enjoy all your jogging and jump- 
ing, but what revolt? And it is not his problem, it 
is your problem. By your revolt are you creating 
more peace more silence for yourself? Or more 
anxiety, more anguish, more tension, more 
trouble? 

But if you meet Ronald Reagan, then surren- 
der is not the thing. One should have a certain 
dignity, a certain self respect. Surrendering to 
criminals, they may be powerful, cannot be said 
to be right because it is surrender. Surrender is 
good only to a source of humbleness, light, 
freedom. A surrender which will make you more 
free than you have ever been. A surrender which 
will not cut your wings and destroy your joy of 
flying across the sky. A surrender is beautiful to 
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the man who is alert, aware and has a deep 
respect. 

You are asking me that, “Before the ashram 
was fear-oriented.” You should not have been in 
the ashram. The whole world is outside the 
ashram. If you wanted to be in the ashram that 
shows more about you than about the ashram. 
You wanted some place where you are domi- 
nated. Always remember, problems are yours. It 
is your problem. If the ashram is fear-oriented 
then can you name any religion 
which is not fear-oriented? Then 
what is the purpose of hell? 

In fact, this is the only place 
where nobody cares about hell. In 
fact, if T am going to hell, all my 
people are ready to go— dancing 
and singing. Nobody is fear-ori- 
ented here. We are not afraid to 
deny God. People are always 
afraid that, “Who knows, perhaps 
he may be there and after death, 
how you will face him.” I am pre- 
paring my people that God will be 
afraid of them. 

Just do the dynamic meditation 
the moment you see God. 

So, “My people are not fear- 
oriented.” 

Now you think that the ashram 
is less fear- oriented? The ashram 
is the same. It is the same river, 
water flows, people come and go. 
It is the same caravan, somebody 
joins, somebody departs, some- 
body takes his own route, some- 
body comes from some other 
route. It is your mind. Mind is 
always fear-oriented. 

All the societies have tried to 
make your mind fear-oriented be- 
cause that is a simple strategy to 
rule over you. And man is so fear- 
oriented—he does not show it, he 
hides it inside. But in a dark night, 
alone, he starts running. There is 
nobody and when he starts running, his own steps 
makes sound and he looks back…if somebody is 
following. 

You can create fear in any person for any 
absurd reason. 

You say, “Now, it is less fear-oriented.”’ You 
have become more mature. Always think about 
your own psychology. The world remains the 
same. Only you change. And you are asking, 
“But in private life, how to distinguish between 
resistance and healthy rebellion?” If you can 
distinguish between healthy rebellion and un- 
healthy rebellion…if you are that intelligent, I 
think you will be able to see that you are resisting 
or you are in rebellion. You need to sharpen your 
intelligence a little. 

Resistance is not always bad. If you are facing 
a fascist regime, resist. But here, there is no 
fascist regime, no hierarchy. Nobody is torturing 
you, no gas chambers. Even Jews are not killed. 
You are perfectly safe. 


Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh 
Om Shanti, Shanti, Shanti, #1, Feb. 2, 1988, am 
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MASTER & DISCIPLE 





Meeting Buddha on the Road 


In December, 1983, a Japanese 
Buddhist nun turned up in Rajneeshpu- 
ram. Walking tranguilly in black ki- 
mono and shaved head, she stood out in 
the bustle of red-clad sannyasins. To 
leave Japan was a major step for her, 
but she wanted to see a “living master 
one time in my life.” Since then Ma 
Anand Chitoku has taken sannyas and 
visited Bhagwan seven times. 

In Poona recently, she was inter- 
viewed by RTI. 


RTI: Were you born a Buddhist? 

Chitoku: Yes. In fact, Twas born in 
a Buddhist temple. My father was a 
Buddhist monk. But in that sect of 
Buddhism the monks get married, have 
children and in many ways live like 
everyone else, [ grew up moving with 
our family from temple to temple. 

RTI: Did he urge you to become a 
nun ? 

Chitoku: No. In our sect, the boys 
become monks. The girls are supposed 
to get married and leave the temple. At 
30 1 got married and stayed with my 
husband for three years. 1 was just a 
normal girl, with hair! I had nothing to 
do with the priests, the rites, the 
temples. 

RTI: Are you separated from your 
husband? 

Chitoku: It didn't work out. We 
separated without really meeting each 
other. Then I went home to the temple. 

RTI: What happened then? 

Chitoku: My father was still there 
buthe had a stroke. One half of his body 
was paralyzed. My sister and I took 
care of him. 

RTI: Was your sister a nun? 

Chitoku: Not yet. But, during that 
time we were so happy, we were having 
so much fun. My sister thought “Why 
not? Why not become a nun?” Then she 
went ahead with it. Later, also decided 
to become a nun. 

RTI: Becoming a nun sounds like 
a big step, requiring a lot of training. 

Chitoku: Well, yes, if you haven’t 
lived in a temple your whole life. Nor- 
mally, it takes 10 years. For me, it took 
only one year. 

RTI: A year of what? Isolation, 
purification and so on? 

Chitoku: (laughing). No, not actu- 
ally. First the hair was cut off! All of it. 
But that made me feel lighter. It wasn’t 
a problem. I was 33 then. It was the first 
time in my life that I had no hair. Oth- 
erwise, [ was not isolated at all. I could 
go into town and return to the temple at 
night. 

RTI: How did you come into con- 
tact with Bhagwan? 

Chitoku: Through a friend who 
guided me from time to time. He was 
vice-chancellor at a university. In his 
class he spoke about Bhagwan and a 
book of His, The Song of Mahamudra 
(Only One Sky), translated into Japa- 
nese. It was very hard to take. There 
was so much insight in that book. I 
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Swami Dhyan Yogi for RTI and Ma Chitoku enjoying the interview in the Master's garden. 


wondered if 1 could handle that much 
truth. That was 10 years ago. Soon 
after, 1 read three other books by 
Bhagwan. By then I was less serious. I 
could allow the teachings in more. 

RTI: How did you eventually de- 
cide to go and see Bhagwan? 

Chitoku: I decided just before the 
December celebration that I wanted to 
see Him. Once in my life, I thought, I 
wanted to see a living master. Leaving 
Japan was a big thing for me…but a 
living master? 1 just wanted to see Him 
one time. 

RTI: What happened for you at 
Rajneeshpuram? 

Chitoku: I didn’t want to be a san- 
nyasin, but people kept saying how nice 
I would look in red. One person recom- 
mended a group or some sessions at the 
Rajneesh International Meditation 
University. Ma Sudha urged me to 
loosen up. “Why the monk outfit? A 
bright red dress with your bald head 
would be beautiful!” she said. 

RTI: Shocking, right? 

Chitoku: At first I thought it would 
be fine in Rajneesh Mandir! So I bought 
a bright red dress and wore it to the 
birthday celebration. You know, bald 
heads and fashions don’t go together! 

RTI: How did you feel? 

Chitoku: Words cannot express it. 
Things began moving inside me. I said 
to myself, “Calm down.” I felt so free, 
so loose. “What’s happening to me?” I 
wondered. I thought then that if 
Bhagwan asked me to be a sannyasin, I 
would like that. But... thought I'd bet- 
ter go back to Japan and think about it. 
1 decided to wait two months and if I 


still felt the same way I would become 
a sannyasin. 

RTI: You returned to Rajneeshpu- 
ram in March, 1984? 

Chitoku: Yes, and again in July 
and December of the same year. In 
March, I wore ared kimono to drive-by. 
[ was planning on picking up my mala 
after. Bhagwan stopped in front of me 
that day, rolled down His window, and 
gave me a watch — the kind with his 
face on it. At that moment 1 felt as if I 
had already been given my mala. Still, 
[ picked up the actual mala after drive- 
by. 

RTI: How is your father taking 
your being a sannyasin? 

Chitoku: He is dead now, and lam 
the head priest of the temple. 

RTI: How can you continue to be a 
Buddhist priest and a sannyasin simul- 
taneously? 

Chitoku: You may think it is con- 
tradictory, but it isn't. When I look at 
the statue of Buddha, I see Bhagwan. 
When I namaste Buddha, 1 namaste 
Bhagwan, the living master. Some 
people make shoes. 1 do ceremonies. 
What is the difference? We are both 
with Bhagwan. The rituals are just as 
they used to be before 1 was a san- 
nyasin, but l am different. People don’t 
know. But I know. 

RTI: Are there any living masters 
that you know of in Japan, or anywhere 
else? 

Chitoku: Besides Bhagwan, I 
don’t think so. In my sect I can say that 
there is no known living master. 


m 





Letters 
to Bhagwan 


The following letters have been 
handed to Rajneesh Times Interna- 
tional for publication with permis- 
sion of the writers. 


Beloved Bhagwan, 

I have been Your disciple for eight 
years, and the mystery of this relation 
ship continues to baffle me. _ | 

Now I'm very aware that IT may 
never look upon Your face, hear you 
speak, sit in your beautiful, precious si- 
lence. 

Bhagwan, I keep trying but how do 
I come to acceptance of this? Would 
You speak of the non-physical connec- 
tion/relationship that can exist between 
master and disciple? 

Thank You, Master, for the incred- 
ible gift of your presence in my life. It 
has made all the difference. 

Your devoted disciple, 

Swami Anand Madyapa 
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Beloved Madyapa, 

Love 

Bhagwan received your loving let- 
ter and sends His blessings. 

He said to tell you that life is accep- 
tance, from birth to death. You come 
from an unknown source, and you dis- 
appear into an unknown source, and 
there has been no way to demystify this. 
It does not matter in what way you dis- 
appear into eternity. The time that you 
have, use itas creatively, as insightfully 
and as lovingly as possible. 

Feel Bhagwan in your heart rather 
than as a person outside as a presence 
around your heart, a warmth, a love and 
a blessing. 

His blessings, 

Ma PremHasya 
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Beloved Bhagwan, 

So willingly did 1 volunteer my 
services, even to be a spy in your house 
for the fascist regime on the ranch. Not 
for a moment did I listen to my heart 
then. It wasn't until it all blew up that I 
realized what I had worked, for years, 
so hard to be part of. Power, personal 
gain, prestige, it had all become more 
important to me than love. had forgot- 
ten why I came to you in the first place, 
10 years ago. To all of you that I have 
hurt, ask for your forgiveness. 

Beloved Master, I asked Your for- 
giveness and You have given it. But 
most of all I see that I need to forgive 
myself, now, and again and again. 

In truth, the rose flower has more 
strength than the rock. 

Beloved Bhagwan, I go to Your 
feet, and to the feet of the commune. 


In the silence of my heart, love, 
Jivan Kavya 
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BOOKS 





Booksellers in America and Hol- 
land have gone from hostile to helpful 
regarding Bhagwan's books. “They 
want to sell them,” said Swami 
Shakyamuni, an American representa- 
tive who has helped push up sales in the 
U.S. by 40 per cent last year. 

“After the government destroyed 
Rajneeshpuram and the massive bad 
press, people couldn’t believe that 
Bhagwan wasn't finished,” 
Shakyamuni said. “They couldn’t be- 
lieve that anyone would buy His 
books.” 

But the sales representatives, who 
in America spent 12 out of 18 months 
on the road, patiently went store-to- 
store, answered buming questions, and 
got the books back on the shelves. They 
sold old and new titles. 

“I think all the negativity around 
Bhagwan's name has created an even 
greater respect, a certain mystique,” 
Shakyamuni said. “And the fact that He 
keeps producing new, exceptional 
books puts the lie to the notion that He 
has failed.” 

Walden Books and B. Dalton, 
which between them represent 1,600 
bookstores in America, are regular 
customers. So is Samuel Weiser in New 
York City, the largest “metaphysical” 
bookstore in the world. 








Bhagwan Back On 


Shelves 





Surprisingly, in New York City, 
Bhagwan’s books move fastest in the 
Port Authority Bus Terminal. 

Sales are also up for Bhagwan vid- 
eos and Rajneesh instrumental music. 
“When they play them in the stores, 
they fill up the place with joy, celebra- 
tion and playfulness,” Shakyamuni 
said. 

Rajneesh music from America and 


From Darkness to Light — 


Answers to the Seekers of the Path 


by Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh 
Hard bound, 408 pages, Rs. 85.00 


These discourses were given at Lao 
Tzu Grove, Rajneeshpuram, Oregon, 
USA, February 28 — March 31, 1985. 
They are one of the series immediately 
after Bhagwan came out of a period of 
3 1/2 years of silence on the Ranch. 

There is here a quality of raw unem- 
bellished truth not so apparent previ- 
ously. Bhagwan is bent on identifying 
the new man. Atlast He istalking to His 
own people, and not to Christians 
through Christ, or Hindus through 
Krishna. Now, it feels as though He can 
sing His own song, unfold His own 
vision of how humanity could be, can 
be, as the new man. 

From Darkness to Light, is very 
much about the world and how we live 
in it—existential questions on our life 
and times: on bringing up children, 
privacy of the individual, the rise of 
private property, the family and the 
state, and the death penalty. Bhagwan 
also treats here that most famous ques- 
tion of revolutionaries the world over, 
“What do we do after the revolution? 
What is the best form of government? 
What is the goal of life, is there a uni- 
versal right or wrong?” 

And through all of it runs the golden 
thread of meditation as He hammers the 
politicians, the priests and the profes- 
sionals. 

“Howsoever thick the conditioning 
may be that has happened to humanity 
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Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh 

From Darkness to Light — 

Answers to the Seekers of the Path 
Hard bound, 408 pages, Rs. 85.00 


in the past, it can all be broken. We just 
need a few authentic religious persons 
— not priests, not professionals but 
people who have experienced. 

The will become burning torches in 
the darkness of the night. 

They will not be interested in poli- 
tics — but they will certainly be inter- 
ested in the humanity that the politi- 
cians have been exploiting for centu- 
ries. 

They will not take power into their 
own hands, they will simply destroy 
these parasites and let the power be 
with everybody. 






Europe is also getting a lot of air time on 
New Age radio stations. 

In Holland, store owners in the 
larger cities are spontancously setting 
up large displays of Bhagwan’s books 
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… Before the politician and his 
nuclear weapons destroy the whole hu- 
manity, the few authentic religious 
people have to bring a fire to every 
heart, a fire in which the whole political 
game is finished. And with the political 


game finished, the politician will disap- 


pear. This is the only hope.” 


DISCOURSE REVIEW 


OM SHANTIH 
SHANTIH SHANTIH, 


Discourse # 8, 
March 4, 1988, a.m 


Bhagwan’s undaunted support for 
genetic engineering gives trouble 
to the questioner, and to almost 
everybody. He says that although 
we see dangers, we need the guts to 
work with the new. 

Then comes a question from 
_Nishkrya, who does not want to use 
diplomacy when approaching a 
woman. And that is exactly what 
one has to do, Bhagwan exclaims. 
He teases and tickles Nishkrya till 
everyone else is rolling on the 
floor… 
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and are selling the Rajneesh Times. 
Bhagwan lovers and authentic seekers 
are also much in evidence. 

“More and more high school stu- 
dents are coming to the centers to in- 
quire about Bhagwan, and they also 
buy the books. Books on library shelves 
are falling apart from overuse,” Vis- 
arjana said. | 

The negative books on Bhagwan in 
America are moving sluggishly,” 
Shakyamuni said. A leading New Age 
publisher told him he would be amazed 
if they sell at all because the people 
interested in Bhagwan love him. 

“The nego books won't last be- 
cause they are just gossip. Compared to 
the beauty, grace and wisdom which 
Bhagwan has to offer, always playful 
and fresh, those books are hollow, 
meaningless,” Shakyamuni said. 

Sannyasins wishing to work with 
book distribution should contact either 
Shakyamuni at the Chidvilas Center in 
Boulder, Colorado; Visarjana at the 
Amsterdam center, or Ma Deva Barkha 
in Poona. 
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The trees wait for your laughter. It 
is their nourishment. When you laugh 
the birds understand perfectly the 
language of laughter. They don't 
understand Arabic or Sanskrit or 
Hebrew. But they understand laughter. 
A few things for the trees and for the 


birds… 
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, 
Om Shanti Shanti Shanti. Discourse 3 
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Zabriski is hired to wash the 
windows of an eighteen-storey 
building. 

When he arrives at the job, he finds 
Paddy and Sean there to help him. The 
three of them climb the scaffolding to 
the top of the building and start to work. 
But after an hour passes, suddenly 
Zabriski climbs over the scaffolding 
and jumps eighteen stories to the street 

below. 
| The police arrive and one of the 
officers asks Paddy and Sean what 
happened. 

“IT don’t know,” says Sean. 


‘Man is a rainbow, I say, because 
a rainbow will give you the total per- 
spective in which man can be 
understood — from the lowest to the 
highest. The rainbow has seven col- 
ors; man has seven centers of his 
being. The allegory of the seven is 
very ancient. In India, the allegory 
has taken the form of seven chakras: 
the lowest is muladar and the highest 
is sahasrar, and between thiese two 
are five steps, five more chakras. 
Man has to pass through all these 
seven chakras — seven steps towards 
the divine.” 

Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, The 
Divine Melody 


Bhagwan on the Chakras 


The way the mysticsinthe East have 
categorized the evolution of conscious- 
ness is in seven centers… 

In the old language, the seventh is 

“knowing god,” the sixth is “knowing 
yourself,” the fifthis “being creative”, 
and the fourth is “being loving, sharing 
and knowing others.” With the fourth, 
your journey becomes certain; it can be 
guaranteed that you will reach the sev- 
enth. Before the fourth, there is a possi- 
bility you may go astray. 
__ The first center is the sex center, 
which is for reproduction — so that life 
continues. Justabove it…the sexenergy 
can be moved upwards, and it is a great 
experience: for the first time you find 
yourself self-sufficient. 

Sex always needs the other. The 
second center is the center of content- 
ment, self-sufficiency: You are enough 
unto yourself. At the third center you 
start exploring — who are you? Who is 
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“Well,” says Paddy, “Maybe it was 
because of his deformity.” 
‘““What do you mean?” asks the cop. 
“Well,” says Paddy, “He kept on 
saying that he couldn’t work with two 
assholes.” 
+ 


While all the others are hanging 
around, Sylvester Sperm is exercising, 
doing push-ups, swimming laps and 
lifting weights. 

One of the other sperms asks him, 
“Sylvester, how come you spend so 
much time exercising?” 

“Well,” replies Sylvester, very 
seriously, “When the time comes, Ì 
want to be the one.” 

“Oh, really?” says the sperm, 
‘Well, your chances are about one in a 
million!” 

Just then, the time comes, and all the 
sperms start swimming. Sylvester is 
way out in front, when all of a sudden, 
he turns around and starts swimming 
back.“What's the matter?” cries 
another sperm. 


“Get back!” cries Sylvester. “It's a 
blow job!” 
Ed 


Mendel Kravitz opens a new 
business and wants an international 
staff. So he hires Klaus, a German, 
Paddy, the Irishman and Wu, a 
Japanese. 

“Klaus,” says Mendel, “I'm putting 
you in charge of production. I want you 
to make things efficient around here, 
and Paddy, you will be in charge of 
personnel. Make sure the morale stays 
good, and Wu,” he saystothe Japanese, 
“1 am putting you in charge of 
supplies.” 

A couple of weeks later, Mendel is 
touring the business and finds Klaus 

and Paddy together. 

“Everything is going smoothly, 
ya!” says Klaus, “production is up 
double.” 

“Everyone's getting on great,” says 
Paddy, “people are all liking each 
other.” 

“How's Wu doing in supplies?” 


MEDITATION 
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this self-sufficient being? These centers 
are all significant… 

The moment you find who you are, 
the fourth center opens and you find 
you are love. 

Before the fourth the journey has 
started, but there is a possibility you 
may not be able to complete it. You may 
notevenaskthe question, “Who aml?” 
The sufficiency is so much that all 
questions disappear. 

A master is needed in these mo- 
ments, so that you don't settle some- 
where in the middle without reaching 
the goal. And there are beautiful spots 
to settle…feeling contented, what is the 
need to go on? But the master goes on 
nagging you and wants you to know 
who you are; you may be contented, but 
at least know who you are. The moment 
you know who you are, a new door 
opens, because you become aware of 
life, of love, of joy. You can stay there, 
it is so much, there is no need to move 
any more. But the master goads you on, 
“Move to the fourth! Unless you find 
the purest energy of love, you will not 
know the splendor of existence.” 

After the fourth you cannot go 
astray. Once you have known the splen- 
dor of existence, creativity arises on its 
own. You have known beauty; you 
would like to create it also. You want to 
be a creator. A tremendous longing for 
creativity arises. Whenever you feel 
love, you always feel creativity just as a 
shadow coming with it. The man of 
creativity cannot simply go on looking 
outside. There is much beauty 
outside…but he becomes aware that 
just as there is an infinite sky outside, to 
balance it there must be the same infin- 
ity inside. 


Rajneesh Chakra Meditation 


If a master is available, it is good; if 
he is not available, these experiences 
will lead you onwards. 

Once your third eye is opened, and 
you see yourself, the whole expanse of 
your consciousness, you have come 
very close to the temple of God; youare 
just standing on the steps. You can see 
the door and you cannot resist the 
temptation to go inside the temple and 
see what isthere. There youfind univer- 
sal consciousness, there you find en- 
lightenment, there you find ultimate 
liberation. There youfind your eternity. 

So these are the seven centers — 
justarbitrarily created divisions, so the 
seeker can move from one to another in 
a systematic way; otherwise, there is 
every possibility, if you are working by 
yourself, to get muddled. Particularty 
before the fourth center there are dan- 
gers, and even after the fourth center … 

There have been many poets who 
have lived at the fifth center of creativ- 
ity and never gone ahead — many 
painters, many dancers, many singers 


who created great art, but never moved 


to the third eye. And there have been 
mystics who have remained with the 
third eye, knowing their own inner 
beauty; it is so fulfilling that they 
thought they had arrived. 

Man is such that he needs someone 
who has known the path and knows the 
pitfalls, knows the beautiful spots 
where one can remain stuck, and has 
compassion enough to go on pushing 
you — even against you — until you 
have reached to the final stage of your 
potentiality.” 


Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, The Golden 
Future #6 , April 25, 1987 
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asks Mendel. 

But neither of them have seen Wu 
since the first day. Mendel starts to get 
worried and looks all through the 
factory. 

As he is walking between some 
large stacks of boxes, suddenly Wu 
leaps out and shouts, “SUPPLISE!” 


‘ 


1 have heard.…. there is a commune 
in Poland which has only four 
members. Their names are Everybody, 
Somebody, Anybody and Nobody. 
One day there is an important job to be 
done and Everybody is sure that 
Somebody will do it. Anybody could 
do it but Nobody does it. Somebody 
gets angry about that because it is 
Everybody's job. Everybody thinks 
that Anybody can do it but Nobody 
realizes that Everybody won’t do it. It 
ends up that Everybody blames 
Somebody when Nobody does what 


Anybody could have done. 
Om Maní Padme Hum 23, 
Jan 13 1988 p.mn. 





Two new Rajneesh Meditations | 


music recorded for them at Rajnee- 


sounds oo open aad vinadize he chdiaas 


have been developed recently and | 


 shdham, Poona: Rajneesh Chakra | 
Breathing and Rajneesh Chakra 
Sounds. The first is an active medita- 


wr ande ef The second ís 


quiet and | 


Meisecst Times ‘ Internasional | 


asked how he came to develop them. 


“in the Book of the Secres, | 
_Bhagwan has suggested that we be- 


come aware of our clrakras. So in order 
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im the meditation, the more we” ve been 
_able to bring dis silence it our daily 
| lives.” 
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_spoke with Swami Deva Wadud, who | 
 conceived the new meditations, and 
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| | Pubblicate tutto cio che dico; questo sara il vostro compito primario 

||| Egwesta ineredibile responsabilita ricacle tutta su di voi. Forse la 

| | gente capira oggì, domani, o dopodomani: questo non ha 

| | ömportanza. Ma wm giorno la capira. Una cosa posso dirla: cio che 

| dico diventera la filosofia del futuro, la. religio futura, dell'umanita 

| | anus e voi siete benedetti poiche partecipate a creare tutto questo.” 
Bh:agwan Shree Rajneesh 
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|| theeAsbranmn Losateddijm aa 

| meditativeesettings. Ng 








®sRoundTheedioekkServidess 


Dealing, & Trading, All 
Types of BICC. 





| ®eFurnishrddA(CCReomss 

| ® slelephone,c Cable cTWy, Chaanek Masi 

| © 4 Hres Hab:SsColddWateer 
@d_aundnyyCanrWaabh 


Everrthinggdaomak&eyouu 
ferlentaHamee 
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LE VITTSIT AMSTERDAM AND STAY WITH US 
5 | T rebuatent ansramsdetorn off De Stad Rajmeesh, 
| | 
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GAVER WE or. mel AG CHHOTEL 
S vr naar WV cÂl hdd | rw ORE ER Eersten. VARPEREPR VAA 


Pijnackerstras5 4155, Avrmsterdkern Telt: (O20) S732121 Tram 25 fronn Central! Statiom 


AMPERTAL HO; KL HE stine Berdis 158 1750 - doli beds 1 308 35 
2 MG; ROAD) FONE 1 ll 5, | | ocen angan set snanenn sf 24 hr. receptiom & secuminy 
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| AWARD WINNERS NQ4, Main Street. Pun 414001 (Andie) 
Seend dae ee 


For enybing in Besesranba, Videogaalany 
anda Zale, 
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TAILORS LADIES AND GENTS 


DNS 46 Warndiertkand! 7, M.G. Road, Pune 411001 
| DOSEDO SATURDAY (OPEN ON SUNDAY) Wollen amd Ciottam 
| Phones ShoppeBiE0) Resi. 20037 Shawls 
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RAJNEESH MysrEry BookKsHop 
AMSTERDAM 





RARE LAST COPIES of famous titles by BHAGWAN: 
COMPLETE YOUR COLLECTION NOW 





Title DFL 
Book of the Secrets, Vols.1, 2, 3 FR ed, Harper&Row) 35 
From Sex to 
Superconsciousness HC. (1sted.) 55 
l am the Gate PB. _(3rded. RF/H&R) 35.— 
Meditation, the Art of Ecstasy PB. _(Harper&Row) 35.— 
Pointing the Way PB. _(Motilal Banarsidass) 20— 
Roots and Wings PB. _(lsted. Raj.Found). 50.— 
Seeds of revolutionary Thought PB. (Motilal Banarsidass) 20.— 
The Great Challenge PB. (Grove Press) 35.— 
The Psychology of the Esoteric PB. (Harper & Row) 35.— 
My way, the way of the white 
Clouds HC. (revised. Raj. Found) 55— 
Wings of Love PB. _(Motilal Banarsidass) _20.— 
Words like Fire PB. (ed. Harper & Row) 35.— 
Yoga, the Alpha and Omega 
Vol.1,3 HC _ (lst ed. Raj.Found.) 55.— HOSPITALITY OUR CONCERN 


he moment you step in here, elegance welcomes 
you. Everything srriles at you. A lovely welcome smile. 


Many more old hardcovers and paperbacks permanently in stock. 


Also available: And absolute comfort. Woodland’s location and 
Nostradamus and the Millenium (the famous book that points out design are unique. Plenty of Ilumination, but not the 
Bhagwan as the worldsaviour predicted by Nostradamus 300 Years hot sun. Excellent ventilation, with peaceful 
before!) HC. | — atmosphere. and all the amenities you want, If is like 

your own sweet home… utterly friendly. 

All these prices are including free postage within European Common Market. to relax. 


With your order include completed EURO- or Post-cheque. For all other ways 
of payment add Dl. 9— - bankcests. 


Rajneesh Distribution Corn. Troostplein 23 NL - 1072 JJ Amsterdam >ADHU VASWANI CIRCLE,NEAR POONA KAILWAY STATION 
Netherlands Tel: (31) 20 - 5732 130 Fax: (31) 20 - 5732 125 POONA - 411 001 e TEL. : 611 kik 





CHINESE 
Sn oe Your international travel agent. 
a OS 5 zi Travel services fit for Bhagwan's world ambassadors ! 
ROOM FS Bres En a Bombay - London - Bombay Rs. 10,463 





ss d Bombay - New York - Bombay Rs. 13,860 
ie Bombay - San Fran/L.A. - Bombay __Rs. 15,525 
| Re Bombay - Frankfurt - Bombay Rs. 9,430 
bren veerman Also Amsterdam, Rome, Sydney, Tokyo …. and reverse of 
The only Chinese restaurant 


in the country 
Which has been awarded 

for “Best Chinese food & service” 

by World Famous Restauránt International (USA) 


above journeys. 






* International air ticketing 
* Confirmations and reconfirmations 
 Vasas 
* Rail, Air and Bus Bookings 
| * Reservations accepted from all countries 
| 
| 






MSG Is not used in our Cooking 


_#434 Eäst Street. Poona Finix Travel and Tours PvT Lid, opp. Hotel Kapila. 
For reservations, dial 63355. | 


Nalin Chambers, 173 Dhole Patil Road, Pune 411001, India. 
| Grams: FINTOUR, tel. 69728, Telex: 145-450-OPBP IN 


—__ 











































Thank You Bhagwan, Thank You Friends 
whogavesomuchloveandhelp 
to my younger sister Taeko, who passed away 
at the Tsukiji cancer hospital in Tokyo, _ 
in deep relaxation and peace, _ 

on the 28th of January, 6.51 am. 
Thesun rose fromthesea, 
abigsmile grewon herface, 
she was dressed in her beautiful kimono 


inwhichsheusedtodo 





the traditional Japanese dance. _— 
Pink and sweet flowers showered on her, 

and everybody who came and said good-bye 
was deeply touched by her beauty 

and innocent face. __ 
This is her favourite painting - 
she is a cherry blossom for me…. 
B Thank You Bhagwan, _ 
Thank You Friends 


Meera 











RESTAURANT 


28/2 Koregaon Park 
Pune 411001 
Tel; 691 03 






















Hotel Kapila 


174, Dhole Patil Road Pune - 411001 Tel 61 272, 65440, 66902 





near to the ashram © recommended 


friendly & homely atmosphere 
good & clean rooms 
roomservice 
travel agent 
doctor on call 


tourist taxis available 
Erea 


Meet as strangers - part as friends 








° CHAMPION 
DISTRIBUTORS 
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ARIES 

a Watch your mind! This 
is going to be your motto 
for the coming two 

weeks, as there is a tendency to be im- 

patient and irritable. Don’t run into 

every wall you come across, connect 

with your heart and meditate. 


TAURUS 
Your energy at the mo- 
ment is very playful, en- 

joying the different tastes 
of life. Don’t be guided by rigid ideas 
and demands, they would just make 
you unneccesarily heavy. 

at the same time your 


energy is assertive and 


straightforward — they don’t always 
go too well together. Stay playful open 
and relaxed. 

















GEMINI 


You feel alot of love and 


CANCER 
Trouble with your work- 
mates or family/com- 
mune is not going to be 
resolved by your holding tightly onto 
your relationship. Rather than hoping 
for the companion’s love to heal you, 
allow your own loving heart to open. 





WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 
CENTERS FOR THE WORKS OF 
BHAGWAN SHREE RAJNEESH 


Books by Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh are avail- 
able at cost price in many languages through- 
out the world. Bhagwan's discourses have 
been recorded live on audio tape and video 
tape. There are many recordings of Rajneesh 
meditation music and celebration music played 
in His presence, as well as beautiful photo- 
graphs of Bhagwan. For further information 
contact one of these distribution centers : 


EUROPE 


West Germany - Rajneesh Verlags Gmbh 
Venloerstr. 5-7 5000 Köln 1 

\_ Tel. 0221 / 5740743 
-The Rebel Publishing House GmbH 
(address & Tel.no. as above) 
Fax 0221 / 5740749 
ltaly - Rajneesh Services Corporation 
Via XX Setternbre 12 -28041 Arona ( NO ) 
Tel. 02/8392 194 ( Milan office } 
Holland - Rajneesh Distributie Centrum 
Cornelius Troostplein 23 
1072 JJ Amsterdam Tel. 020 - 5732 130 
Switzerland - Mingus AG, Asylstr. 11 
8032 Zurich Tel. 01 - 2522012 
Denmark - Anwar Distribution 
Carl Johansgrade 8, 5 - 2100 Copenhagen 
Tel. (45) - O1 - 42 0218 
Norway- Devananda Rajneesh Meditation Center 
P.O. Box 177 Vinderen - 0386 Oslo 3 
Tel. 02- 123373 
Sweden - Madhur Rajneesh Meditation Center 
Hag Tornsv.30 -12235 Enskede (Stockholm) 
Tel.08-394946 
United Kingdom- Purnima Rajneesh Publications 
95/A Northview Rd. London N8 7LR 
Tel. 01-341 4317 


ASIA 


India - Rajneeshdham,17 Koregaon Park 
Poona411001 M.S. Tel. 0212 - 60963 

Japan - Eer Rajneesh Neo -Sannyas Commune 
Mimura Building 6- 21-34 

Kikuna Kohoku-ku Yokohama, 222 

Tel. 045 - 434 1981 


AUSTRALIA 


Rajneesh Meditation & Healing center - P.O. Box 
1097 160 High Street, Fremantle, WA6160 Tel. 
09 - 430 4047 


U.S.A. 


Chidvilas - P.O. Box 17550 Boulder , CO 80308 
Tel . 303 - 665 6611 

Order Dept. B00- 777-7743 

Also available in Bookstores nationwide at Walden 
Books and B. Dalton 




























_HOROSCOPE 











of those patterns. 


LEO 


new means of expression. 
The door to the world of 
“the other” is wide open. 


Ready to drop power and 


control, you are simply going through 
it, discovering something new. 


VIRGO 

You want too much! 

Your ideas about what is 

good for you and what 
isn’t stop you from receiving what life 
has up its sleeve for you. Open your 
heart again and again and be showered 


upon. 


Rajneesh Times 
International 
Press Clippings File 


If you see anything in the papers or 
other media which mentions 
Bhagwan, or items you think would 
interest Him, we would love to receive 
it. Include name of paper, place and 
date, and mail to: 


Rajneesh Times 
International 

Press Clippings File 
Rajneeshdham 

17 Koregaon Park 
Poona 411001, Ms, India 


Rajneesh Times 
International Edition 


ADVERTISING RATES 


AD SIZE: 
FULL PAGE COLOR 
HALF PAGE COLOR 
FULL PAGE B&W 

HALF PAGE B&W 
QUARTER PAGE B&W 
EIGHTH PAGE B&W 
SIXTEENTH PAGE B&W 


Advertisements for the International Edition can 
now be placed through Chidvilas. Rajneesh Times 
International Edition currently has a global 
readership of 100,000 in India, Australia, U.S.A, 
England, Japan, Germany, Holland, Italy, Portugal, 
Canada and Latin America 
Discounts of 10% and 15% are available on prepaid 
inserts in 6 and 12 issues. 
For exact dimensions, discounts available, 
ing deadlines, or any other information: 
Call Chidvilas at (303) 665-6611 


Mood of the Moment 


During these two weeks all the planets currently in Capricorn — 
Uranus, Saturn and Neptune — are turning retrograde. This gives a 
great chance to recognize very ancient conditionings. The realizations 
might be painful, but preceed the final breakthrough and dissolution 


The overall theme is that of mind and heart. Mind, our concepts, 
ideas, desires and demands, are going to cause a lot of confusion, 
making us either heavy and rigid or quite nervous and impatient. 

The energy of the heart, the only creative way right now, is not 
expressed as an indulgence in sentiments but as lighthearted and 
cheerful play. Body-energy too is easy and playful, finding surprising 









SAGITTARIUS 

bvd Friendship and friendli- 

ness are coming if you 

stay easy and open in 

your relating. Don’t project your own 

desire for safety onto others. Nothing is 
stuck or frozen if you are not. 

stormy weather for you 


— so don't get swept 


off center. Meditation is the key, help- 
ing you to watch your thoughts and 
emotions from a creative distance. 















CAPRICORN 
It's going to be quite 



















LIBRA 

Rejoice in the fresh, easy 
breeze caressing you at 
the moment. Existence 
is going to challenge you, so don’t get 
stuck in superficiality. 


AQUARIUS 

Your life is coming into 
full swing now. It is 
time for a fresh begin- 
ning, but be watchful of impatience and 
overdoing. Use resistance and draw- 
backs to provoke your inner centered- 
ness and clarity. 


f"\n EN 





















SCORPIO PISCES 

Stop riding on power- You are going through a 
numbers — you are only X time where it might be 
hurting yourself and oth- difficult for you to keep 





ers! Your categorical strictness is some- 
times inhuman and life-negating. Relax 
and say YES to yourself, to everybody, 
to life. 


your connections with others clear and 
direct. Let go of all effort and relax into 
the herenow. Stay alert. 
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INTERNATIONAL 


BESTELBON 
NEDERLANDSE EDITIE 


Ondergetekende, 


wil graag een 


jaarabonnement van 24 nummers en wacht daartoe een 
accept-giro van FL 100,- af ( degenen die buiten de Benelux 
wonen ontvangen een acceptgiro van FL 142,- ). 


proefabonnement van 5 nummers en heeft daartoe een 
bedrag van FL 19,50 overgemaakt 

op rek.nr. 54.03.76.191 van de ABN Bank, Amsterdam, het 
gironummer van de ABN Bank is 6269, 

of op Postbank rekening nr. 500 9471, beide ten name van 
Vereniging De Stad Rajneesh, te Amsterdam. 


Deze bestelbon In een gefrankeerde envelop opsturen naar . 


Vereniging De Stad Rajneesh, 
Cornelis Troostpiein 23 
1072 JJ Amsterdam. 
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whatever [ say, 

all that Is needed is 

to publish it 

in all the possible languages. 
And that great responsibility 
falls on vou. 

The word should reach. 
People may understand today 
or tomorrow 

or day after tomorrow 

_ that doesn’t matter - 

but one day 

they will understand it. 

One thing T can say. 

that whatever Ì am saying 

Is going to become 

the future philosophy, 

The future religio 

of the whole humanity: 

and vou are blessed to be 
co-creators in it.” 


Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh 


To become a distributor 
for the works of 
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh contact: 


International Distribution 
Rajneeshdham 

17 Koregaon Park 

Poona 411001 (MS) 

India 

Phone: (212) 60963 





